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Child Safe Environment Policy
Purpose
All Victorian organisations that provide services to children are required under the Child Safety and Wellbeing Act to ensure that they implement compulsory child safe standards to protect children from harm.

The child safe environment policy sets out the Yarraville Tennis Club Inc approach to creating a child safe organisation where children and young people are safe and feel safe; and provides the policy framework for the club's approach to the Child Safe Standards.
Scope

All members, coaches and volunteers are involved directly or indirectly with juniors (under 18 years of age) within and across a range of tennis activities are expected to comply.
This policy will be shared with all members, parents and junior players and external service suppliers to the club. 

Commitment:

Yarraville Tennis Club has zero tolerance for child harm and abuse or neglect and holds child safety as a top priority. 
Yarraville Tennis Club is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe. 
Every person involved in Yarraville Tennis Club has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.
Yarraville Tennis Club in its planning, decision-making and operations will
· Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety;

· Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives;

· Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of harm to children

· Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount;

· Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children;
· Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and volunteer supervision and professional development;

· Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they are comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues;
· Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities;

· Share information appropriately and lawfully with organisations where the safety and wellbeing of children is at risk; and

· Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers.
· Ensure regular and consistent communication which models the values and principles articulated in the Child Safe Policy
· Review and update the policy in response to emerging thinking, evidence and practice about the prevention of child abuse and neglect
Yarraville Tennis Club is committed to ensure members, coaches, volunteers and parents and service providers are aware to protect children from abuse, harm and neglect. 
Aims & Procedures
Yarraville Tennis Club aims to create and maintain a child safe environment for its members and visitors in accordance with child safe standards
Child safe standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including through effective leadership arrangements

· Develop a strong and clear governance to drive and lead the focus and commitment for child safety within the club
· The YTC committee set a high expectation for the club commitment to child safety and facilitate awareness in regards to child safe practices

Child safe standard 2: A Child Safe Policy or Statement of Commitment to Child Safety

· Yarraville Tennis Club makes a commitment to child safety & the expected procedures/practices required to achieve a child safe environment 

· Commit to ongoing practice of creating a child safe environment by regularly reviewing policies, procedures and practice

Child safe standard 3: A Code of Conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children

· A Code of Conduct lists behaviours that are acceptable and those that are unacceptable. It spells out professional boundaries, ethical behaviour and acceptable and unacceptable relationships 

· Yarraville Tennis Club ensures all members, coaches. parents and service providers are aware of the code of conduct
Child safe standard 4: Screening, supervision, training and other human resource practices that reduce the risk of child abuse by new and existing personnel

· Yarraville Tennis Club maintains records of all coaches, volunteers and service providers who hold a working with children’s check. 
· All YTC positions are documented with clear roles and responsibilities & commitment to child safety
· Create and provide opportunities for all coaches to engage in training, professional development and discussions regarding creating child safe practices
Child safe standard 5: Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse

· Yarraville Tennis Club understands that everyone has a moral and social responsibility to report concerns about child abuse and to make a report to Child Protection if they form a belief on reasonable grounds that a child has suffered, or is likely to suffer, significant harm as a result of physical injury or sexual abuse and the child’s parents have not protected or are unlikely to protect, the child from harm of that type.
Child safe standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse

· Yarraville Tennis Club believes the wellbeing of children and young people is paramount, and is vigilant in ensuring proper risk management processes. Yarraville Tennis Club recognises there are potential risks to students and will take a risk management approach by undertaking preventative measures.

Child safe standard 7: Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children

· Yarraville Tennis Club has developed a safe, inclusive and supportive environment that involves and communicates with students and their parents / care givers.

· We encourage child and parent/ care giver involvement and engagement that informs safe club operations and builds the capability of students and parents/ care givers to understand the rights of a child.
Additional and supporting policies, documents and procedures outlining the club's approach to the Child Safe Standards can be found in Appendix A.
Review and Evaluation

This is a new policy that will be reviewed in one year to include the additional implementation actions and then reviewed in the regular 3 year cycle.
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