
ST. ANDREW'S GARDINER TENNIS CLUB

CONSTITUTION

1.
Preliminary

 1.1
The name of the Club shall be ST. ANDREW'S GARDINER TENNIS CLUB.  The Club is sponsored by and affiliated with the Uniting Church in Australia, Gardiner Parish, St. Andrew's Church (“the Church”).

2.
The Committees

 2.1
The Club shall be controlled by a General Committee which is to consist of the following officers:-


(a)
Senior President. (Who shall be the Minister for the time being of the Church).


(b)
President.


(c)
Not more than three (3) Vice-Presidents.


(d)
Secretary.


(e)
Treasurer.


(f)
Two persons nominated from time to time by the Parish Council of the Church.


(g)
A Committee of not more than five (5) members. An Assistant Secretary and/or an Assistant Treasurer may be appointed from among these five (5) members or co-opted by the General Committee.

 2.2.1
In addition to the above Committee which shall be known as the General Committee, the following other Committees, each consisting of not more than five (5) members, may be appointed from time to time by the General Committee.


(a)
Grounds Committee.


(b)
Social Committee.


(c)
Selection Committee.


(d)
Any other Committee considered to be appropriate.

 2.2.2
The Conveners of the Committees referred to in Clause 2.2.1 may be invited to attend meetings of the General Committee and when invited shall be entitled to vote at such meetings.

 2.3.1
The General Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting, and members, who shall be subject to termination of office by resignation, shall remain in office until their successors are appointed at the Annual General Meeting next following their appointments.  The General Committee shall have the power to fill any casual Committee vacancies which may occur from time to time. The retiring office bearers and other members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election.

 2.3.2
All Committee members, with the exception of the Senior President, must be full financial members of the Club.

 2.4
The Committees described in this Clause shall meet from time to time as needs dictate.

 2.5
A quorum for meetings of the General Committee shall be five (5) members.  A quorum for all other Committees shall be a number not less than one-half (½) of the number of elected members.

 2.6
The President, Secretary and Treasurer, known as the Executive Committee shall be empowered to act for the General Committee when it is not possible to refer urgent matters to the General Committee.  Any such action taken by the Executive Committee shall be reported to the next meeting of the General Committee, which may approve, or where practicable, reverse such action, as seen fit.

3.
Delegates to Tennis Associations

 3.1
Two Delegates to the Tennis Associations with which the Club is affiliated shall be appointed by the General Committee from time to time.

4.
Subscriptions

 4.1
The Annual Subscription shall be as determined before each annual subscription period by the General Committee.  There shall be the following categories of membership:


(a)
Family (minimum of two (2) members).


(b)
Adult.


(c)
Junior (under fourteen (14) years of age as at 1st January).


(d)
Junior (fourteen (14) but under eighteen (18) years of age).


(e)
Student (full-time).


(f)
Associate.


(g)
Sunday morning members.


(h)
Any other category as determined by the General Committee.

 4.2
Annual subscriptions for the current calendar year shall be due on 1st January in each year.  Payment shall be:


(a)
in one lump sum on or before 31st January; or


(b)
in two equal sums on or before 31st January and 31st July;


the mode of payment being chosen by the individual member.

 4.3.1
Members whose current subscription instalment has not been paid in accordance with Clause 4.2, and who fail to comply with a written request for payment within seven (7) days, shall cease to be members and be notified accordingly unless a reason satisfactory to the General Committee be given for the delay.

 4.3.2
Such defaulting members shall nevertheless be liable to pay all sums properly levied before cessation of membership, including, in the case of members who opt to use the mode of payment provided in paragraph 4.2 (b) of this Clause, the balance of such member's annual subscription.

 4.3.3
Paragraph 4.3.2 shall not apply to members who fail to pay the instalment due on 1st January, unless such members continue to use Club facilities as a member beyond such date.

5.
The Members

 5.1
All applications for membership (with the exception of Sunday morning players who shall be nominated by the Parish Council) shall be made in writing and shall be signed by the candidate.  Election shall be at the discretion of the General Committee.

6.
Honorary Members

 6.1
The General Committee shall have the power to elect as an Honorary Life Member, without payment of any further subscription, any member of not less than three (3) years standing who has, in the opinion of the Committee rendered outstanding services to the Club, but such election shall not take effect unless and until the same is confirmed at the Annual General Meeting next ensuing after the date of such election.

 6.2
The General Committee shall have the power to elect Honorary Members for the current year.

7.
Cessation of Membership

 7.1
A member may, at any time, cancel membership by giving notice in writing to the Club Secretary.  Any such member is then only liable for the balance of the annual subscription and any sums levied by the Club before the tendering of such notice.

8.
Powers of the General Committee

 8.1
The General Committee shall be responsible for the management of the usual affairs of the Club.

 8.2
The General Committee shall have the power to authorize specified persons to incur specified debts or enter into specified contracts on behalf of the Club in the course of management of the Club's affairs.

9.
By-laws

 9.1
The General Committee shall have the power to make By-laws for regulating the conduct and affairs of the Club, including the rights and responsibilities of members, provided the same are not inconsistent with this Constitution.  Such By-laws shall be posted in some conspicuous part of the Club premises and shall be binding on all members. 

 9.2
By-laws made in accordance with sub clause 9.1 may be enforced by the suspension of an infringing member's use of the Club facilities for a reasonable period of time.

 9.3
The General Committee does not have the power to impose fines on Club members unless these are authorized by a resolution passed at a General Meeting and the reasons for imposing the fine are communicated in writing to the member(s) concerned.

 9.4
Any member adversely affected by the operation of any By-law may, by written notice, apply to the General Committee for special dispensation.

 9.5
Should any member object to the enforcement on himself of any By-Law made under this Clause, he may appeal in writing to the Senior President who has, for the purposes of this sub-clause, the power to waive enforcement of the By-law in issue should he see fit.  His decision on such appeals shall be final and binding on all parties concerned.

10.
General Meetings

 10.1
A General Meeting of the Club shall be held in every year not later than 31st March to transact the following business:-


(a)
to receive and, if approved, to adopt a Statement of the Club's Accounts to the end of the preceding Church Financial Year;


(b)
to consider and, if approved, sanction any proposed alteration of the Constitution;


(c)
to elect the Officers and Members of the Committee; and


(d)
to deal with any special matter which the Committee desires to bring before members for consideration.

11.
Special General Meetings

 11.1
A Special General Meeting may be convened at any time by the General Committee or shall be convened within twenty-one (21) days from the receipt of a petition in writing signed by not less than twenty (20) members specifying the object of the Meeting for any of the following purposes:-


(a)
to consider and, if approved, put into action any proposed alteration of this Constitution.


(b)
to deal with any special matter which the General Committee or the members convening the meeting may desire to place before the members.


(c)
to receive the resignation of the General Committee or any of its members or to remove any member or members thereof from office and to fill any vacancy or vacancies caused thereby.


(d)
to consider and, if so decided, rescind or amend any By-Law made under Clause 9.

12.
Notice of General Meetings

 12.1
Notice convening any General Meeting shall be given in writing to each member of the Club not less than fourteen (14) days before the date set for such meeting, and shall specify the matters the conveners wish to bring before it.

13.
Conduct of General Meetings

 13.1
A quorum at all General Meetings shall be constituted by twenty (20) Club members or one-quarter (¼) of the Club membership at that time, whichever is the lesser.

 13.2
Voting at all General Meetings shall be, except as provided in Clause 15.2 below, be by simple majority.

14.
Chairmanship of Meetings

 14.1
At General Committee meetings and General meetings the President for the time being of the Club shall act as Chairman of the meeting, or in the event of his not being present one of the Vice-Presidents shall act as Chairman.  In the event of neither the President or any of the Vice-Presidents being present at the meeting the Chairman shall be elected by the members present at the meeting.  The Chairman of the meeting shall have a casting vote in the event of a tied vote.

15.
Amendment

 15.1
The provisions of this Constitution may be rescinded, amended or added to at a General Meeting of the Club, provided that a copy of the proposed amendment(s) be posted on the notice-board of the Club at least fourteen (14) days before such General Meeting, and that attention be drawn to such posting in the official notice forwarded to each member under Clause 12.

 15.2
Any motion to rescind, amend or add to the Constitution must be passed by at least three-quarters (¾) of the members present and voting at such General Meeting.

16.
Construction

 16.1
In this Constitution, except where the context otherwise requires, the singular shall include the plural and vice-versa and any reference to one gender shall include a reference to the other gender.
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