
SUMMER SHINE

The world tennis spotlight shines 
brightly on Australia each summer, 
when exciting events entertain 
millions of fans. 

BRISBANE INTERNATIONAL
Czech Karolina Pliskova and Japan’s 
Kei Nishikori claimed the singles titles 
in a memorable edition of the Brisbane 
International. The tournament attracted ******** 
fans, who enjoyed high-quality tennis as many 
of the world’s best players began their 2019 
season in the Queensland capital. 

HOPMAN CUP
Swiss duo Roger Federer and Belinda Bencic 
created history as the first team to defend a 
Hopman Cup title. Cheered on by 110,364 fans 
throughout the week, the Swiss team proved 
popular winners as Perth hosted the mixed 
teams event for a final time. 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL
Australia’s Alex de Minaur claimed his first 
ATP singles title in his hometown event, while 
Petra Kvitova defeated Ash Barty in a quality 
women’s final. Attendance at the tournament 
was ******, up *** on the 2018 edition. A FAST4 
Showdown hosted at Qudos Arena also 
entertained Sydney fans. It featured Australia’s 
Nick Kyrgios and John Millman against Rafael 
Nadal and Milos Raonic. 

HOBART INTERNATIONAL
American Sofia Kenin made an impressive 
breakthrough in Hobart, winning her first WTA 
title without dropping a set. A revamped event 
with a strong family-friendly focus attracted 
10,404 fans. 

WORLD TENNIS CHALLENGE 
Team World – represented by Victoria 
Azarenka, Fernando Verdasco and Henri 
Leconte – won the final edition of the two-day 
World Tennis Challenge held in Adelaide. 

Tennis Australia has partnered with the ATP Tour to 
deliver a new teams event from 2020.

“This is an amazing opportunity, in close collaboration 
with the players and the tour, to deliver a globally 
impactful event that further elevates the sport and the fan 
interest in it,” explains Craig Tiley, Tennis Australia CEO.

“We want to keep growing tennis, give the players an 
environment where they can perform to the best of 
their abilities and then ensure they are appropriately 
appreciated and rewarded. This event will help us all 
achieve that while connecting with new generations of 
tennis fans. It will provide a new source of inspiration 
for young athletes to choose our sport.”

Perth, Brisbane and Sydney will host the 10-day 
tournament, with round-robin matches culminating in 
Sydney-hosted finals. 

The introduction of the event changes the Australian 
summer of tennis schedule, which will include a new 
ATP/WTA tournament at a revamped Memorial Drive in 
Adelaide. 

A NEW-LOOK SUMMER IN 2020

BREAKTHROUGH:  
An emotional Alex de Minaur 

celebrates winning his first ATP 
singles title, secured in front 
of an adoring home crowd in 

SWISS BLISS:  
Roger Federer and Belinda 

Bencic embrace after claim-
ing consecutive Hopman 

Cup titles for Switzerland.
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COMPETITIVE 
PLAY 
  
Develop and strengthen events 
across all regions

Retain, develop and grow players

Increase administration support  
for associations and clubs

PARTICIPATION, 
GROWTH AND 
RETENTION
Drive accessibility

Club development

Coach review

 

SUSTAINABILITY
Memorial Drive redevelopment 

Maximise commercial 
opportunities  

Strengthen and grow key  
partnerships

Ongoing affiliation review

EVENT MOMENTUM
Develop and deliver key events  
strategy

Raise profile of grassroots tennis  
events

Secure and foster other sector eventsFINANCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT
Concise and professional performance 
practices

Adaptable and sustainable 
workforce

Culture and values

ORGANISATIONAL 

TENNIS AUSTRALIA PURPOSE
Create a playful world through tennis, because 
we believe playing makes life better.

TENNIS SA PURPOSE
Inspiring everyone to enjoy life through tennis.

TENNIS SA STRATEGY 2021 - 2024

  IMAGINATION 
Dare to act differently

  COLLABORATION 
Build trust through mutual respect

  HUMILITY  
Put others ahead of yourself

  EXCELLENCE 
Never stop striving to be the 
benchmark

OUR VALUES
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teamed-up at their home Grand Slam for 
the first time.  

From grassroots to professional level, 
we can look back on a remarkable and 
transformative year in Australian tennis. 
There’s both much to celebrate and a 
huge passion to grow our sport even 
further through more participants, 
greater engagement and a generally 
thriving tennis community.  

Most exciting perhaps, is that it has 
been a true team effort. Thanks to all of 
you who make our future bright.  

 

 

Craig Tiley 
Tennis Australia CEO 

GAME ON FOR GROWING 
AUSTRALIAN TENNIS TOGETHER
As we look back on another successful 
year in Australian tennis, growth and 
teamwork are defining themes. 

The Tennis Australia values of 
imagination, collaboration, humility 
and excellence were fundamental 
as we celebrated new milestones in 
participation, with more than 1.5 million 
Australians engaged in the sport.  

It was collaboration, however, that was 
arguably most pivotal as we embarked 
on a major strategy to ensure our tennis 
community could build on those gains.

From coaches to volunteers, clubs to 
schools, administrators to officials and 
of course, all levels of players, every 
possible area of tennis was represented 
as we created the ‘Game On’ strategy. 
It carries a clear and simple objective 
to get more people playing tennis more 
often – regardless of how, where or what 
form of the game they play. In careful 
consultation with our tennis community, 
three key pillars are part of that plan.

Firstly, we aim to get more kids 
to start playing tennis. This sees 
us proactively targeting schools, 
supporting and developing more 
engaging coaches, and making it easy 
for parents to get their kids into the 
game.  

Keeping kids and teens in tennis is 
also a focus with plans for a nationally 
branded social and team-based way to 
play, as well as the expansion of existing 
competitions.  
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Getting adults back into tennis is the 
third pillar, helped by the creation of 
compelling promotions for how, where 
and with who to play tennis. The rollout 
of complementary and easier-to-play 
formats – such as Padel, Pop and 
Pickelball – are strategically included as 
part of that promotional plan.  

The overall good health of the sport 
in this nation provides an encouraging 
foundation for success. The latest 
Ausplay data shows a turnaround in the 
number of children playing the sport, 
which is up six per cent year-on-year. 
We’ve also managed to grow our total 
participation (1%). 

When comparing our overall growth 
this year to last, it is important to 
remember that we grew more than 32 
per cent since 2019 (pre-COVID) while 
most other sports lost participants 
during this period. On this basis, we are 
comparable in our growth.  

As we welcomed the world’s best 
players for the summer of tennis, 
leveraging events to provide fans with 
memorable experiences further boosted 
participation goals.  

While the United Cup, an innovative 
teams event, was staged for the first 
time in Sydney, Perth and Brisbane, 
the Adelaide International and Hobart 

International also helped patrons 
forge a stronger and more accessible 
connection to the sport.  

And as the Australian Open returned 
to pre-pandemic operations, a 
memorable 111th edition generated both 
a new passion to experience tennis 
and funds that are invested into the 
development of our grassroots game. 

Other milestones highlight our 
objective to make tennis a sport that’s 
welcoming to all. Within our Women and 
Girls strategy, the goal to increase the 
representation of women coaches was 
happily achieved.  

The 883 women coaches that 
are now delivering tennis at clubs, 
community centres and schools across 
Australia represent a 10 per cent 
increase, reaching our Australian Sports 
Commission target. Of course, we still 
want to do more.  

Fostering engagement in other 
areas of the community is also key. The 
National Indigenous Tennis Carnival 
returned to Darwin in August 2022, 
allowing aspiring First Nations players 
with the first step in the potential 
journey to emulate heroes such as Ash 
Barty and Evonne Goolagong Cawley. 

It brought together a record 230 
participants from every Australian state 

and territory, providing the opportunity 
for general participation, national 
competition (in both 14/u and 18/u 
categories) as well as cultural activities 
off the court.  

None of these achievements 
would be possible, of course, without 
painstakingly maintained venues 
and facilities, or the many valuable 
contributors to our sport.  

We especially thank the 25,000 
dedicated volunteers who facilitate 
the delivery of tennis at every level 
across the nation. There’s a parallel 
appreciation for the coaches who are 
fostering connections to tennis, as well 
as the network of officials who are 
critical to the delivery of our sport. 

Those combined efforts also ensure 
that competitive play opportunities 
continue to expand. With an awareness 
that great competition not only breeds 
great competitors but also great tennis 
communities, there have been numerous 
highs in club competitions, leagues, 
team tournaments and professional tour 
events throughout the past year.  

Meanwhile, we can also celebrate the 

many Australian role models making 
career-best gains on the global tours. As 
numerous pro players set new ranking 
highs in both singles and doubles, 
Australian tennis proudly shone in team 
events as well. 

John Peers and Storm Hunter notably 
combined to triumph in the US Open 
2022 mixed doubles competition. 
Alongside Ajla Tomljanovic, Ellen Perez, 
Priscilla Hon and much-loved veteran 
Sam Stosur, Hunter also starred as 
Australia progressed to the Billie Jean 
King Cup Final, finishing runner-up to 
Switzerland.  

Led by Australian No.1 Alex de 
Minaur, the Australian Davis Cup team 
contested a 48th final in the world team 
competition. Thanasi Kokkinakis, Max 
Purcell and Matt Ebden also featured in 
the team’s inspired campaign, which was 
second only to Canada.   

Another exciting breakthrough 
followed in Melbourne, when popular 
Australians Rinky Hijikata and Jason 
Kubler claimed the Australian Open 
men’s doubles title. It marked a maiden 
major title for the local wildcards, who 
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Given that Kent’s tenure as President 
completed on 30 June 2023 and Philip’s 
tenure as President commenced on 1 
July 2023, we have decided to present 
this as a joint report. On behalf of the 
Tennis SA Board, we are pleased to 
present the President’s report for the 
2022-23 financial year, the eighth and 
final of Kent’s term. What an exciting 
and challenging year it has been with 
the incredible highs of not one but two 
weeks of Adelaide International womens 
and mens tournaments balanced by 
the global COVID pandemic recovery 
impacts and societal cost-of-living 
pressures.

We can report the Board met 
each month during the year, except 
January, and discharged its governance 
obligations with diligence and 
enthusiasm. We thank our fellow 
Board members for their outstanding 
commitment, in an entirely voluntary 
capacity, to the sport of tennis in South 
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for top talent to play in Adelaide to 
prepare for the Australian Open. More 
details can be found in the CEO report 
but we would like to sincerely thank the 
SA Government through SATC/Events 
SA, Debbie Sterrey, Ali MacDonald, 
our Tennis SA/Tennis Australia event 
staff and volunteers for the incredible 
amount of effort they put in to allow 
players to experience two weeks in 
wonderful Adelaide and our community 
to experience double the amount of 
professional tennis.

Tennis SA’s Mission is to showcase, 
promote, develop and manage the 
game of tennis in SA. Accordingly, 
significant time is spent on relevant 
tennis-based policies and activities. The 
Tennis SA Board has always seen the 
objectives of encouraging greater levels 
of participation, as well as nurturing 
talented young players in their quest to 
become their best as complementary 
elements. Two weeks of the Adelaide 
International provided a much-needed 
platform to help stimulate both these 
important areas and we expect tennis 
in SA will see significant benefits over 
coming years. The Board, CEO and 
senior staff have also worked on a 
slightly revised 2022-24 Strategic Plan 
to ensure we are also in alignment with 
changes TA have made to their strategic 
direction following a thorough national 
review.

The National Academy in South 
Australia is continuing to produce elite 
young tennis players and the direction 
taken by Sandon Stolle and the team 
is proving invaluable, particularly in 
broadening the base of the talent pool 
by working directly with our affiliates. 
It is a great honour for players to 
represent Australia and we would like to 
acknowledge the following SA players 
for their significant achievements: 
Diana Badalyan, Sarah Mildren, Hannah 
Park, Elim Yan, Petra Hule, Jeffrey 
Strydom, Hugh Winter, Brendan Loh, 
Filip Fantasia, Jonas Hahn, Thanasi 
Kokkinakis and Luke Saville. More 
information on their achievements 
can be found in the high-performance 
report.

Given the events restructure and the 
amount of effort required of our TSA 
staff, the annual edition of the Ken 
McGregor Fund (KMF) luncheon was not 
held this year. Instead, the team worked 
on other opportunities to raise funds for 
the important work the KMF perform. 
Thank you to the committee members of 

the KMF, so ably led by Rick Baldock.
Our Diversity and Inclusion board 

sub-committee’s first pillar of focus 
some time ago was Gender equity while 
its second pillar of focus in the last three 
years or so has been on Indigenous 
aspects. As previously reported, our 
first Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan 
(RAP) was endorsed by Reconciliation 
Australia, so we have been focussing on 
completing the commitments contained 
in that whilst a new RAP Working Group 
has started to investigate our next 
Innovate RAP. The committee also spent 
time on the third pillar in our Diversity 
and Inclusion Strategy of disability and 
accessibility. The committee recognise 
we have more work to do in achieving 
some of our Female Leadership KPIs 
from the Gender pillar but hope some 
new programs will help this. Thank you 
to the effort of those on our Diversity 
and Inclusion committee and RAP 
Working Group.

The Board is mindful Tennis SA is 
essentially ‘owned’ by our member 
Associations. The Board, in various 
forums, met with Association 
representatives throughout the year, 
with the aim of supporting their 
endeavours at grass roots levels.

On behalf of the Board, we thank 
the SA Government and in particular 
Premier Peter Malinauskas, Minister for 
Recreation, Sport and Racing Katrine 
Hildyard, and Kylie Taylor as the Chief 
Executive of the Office of Recreation, 
Sport and Racing, for their outstanding 
support. We have also enjoyed excellent 
support from the City of Adelaide, 
the City of Unley, Adelaide Oval SMA, 
Adelaide Venue Management, Sport 
SA, Next Generation Clubs Australia, 
Memorial Drive Tennis Club, and many 
other organisations. This year the 
Governor of South Australia, a keen 
tennis follower, agreed to be the Patron 
of Tennis SA for which we are most 
grateful.

We thank the Board and staff at 
Tennis Australia for continuing to 
provide funding for a number of our 
activities and with whom we work so 
constructively. Tennis Australia’s ability 
to fund member states in FY23 almost 
recovered to pre-covid levels, however 
Tennis Australia and Tennis SA have a 
great partnership and worked together 
to minimise the impacts this could 
have caused to delivering grass roots 
activities to our members. Thank you in 
particular to Craig Tiley and Tom Larner 

for their support.
Our CEO, Debbie Sterrey, has 

continued to show great leadership and 
endeavour in all of her activities and 
has admirably led what we consider 
our greatest asset, our dedicated 
staff. Thank you so much Debbie. The 
relationships our staff have fostered 
with so many partners are crucial to 
our success in the development of our 
sport as well as with our new facility 
'The Drive', so we sincerely thank them 
for their hard work. We also thank our 
past players and affiliated Associations 
and Club representatives with whom 
we have been able to work so positively 
with each year.

Kent Thiele departs the Board after 
27 years continuous service and the 
handover to Philip Roberts has been 
extremely smooth, unsurprisingly given 
the nature of our shared leadership over 
the years.

Thank you for the privilege we enjoy 
in serving tennis in South Australia as we 
look forward to another successful year.

Kent Thiele
Outgoing President

Philip Roberts
Incoming President

greatly appreciate the effort that many 
people have put in over a significant 
period to reach this point including the 
project team ably led by Lynton Franzi, 
Cox Architects, Kennett Builders and 
many partners. We are positive all South 
Australians join us in being extremely 
proud of the generational legacy this has 
created for tennis.

For the second year running, at very 
late notice, Tennis SA was asked to 
step up and host 2 weeks of Adelaide 
International events due to an increase 
in the number of sanctioned events. 
We were very fortunate to secure one 
of the greatest players of all time in 
Novak Djokovic for week one and the 
excitement he created with sell-out 
crowds will not be forgotten for some 
time. It is interesting to point out that 
week one winners in Novak and Aryna 
Sabalenka went on to win the singles 
titles later in January at the Australian 
Open, which helps us push the case 

Australia.  A very big thank you to Philip 
Roberts for his most significant effort as 
Deputy President during another hectic 
year. 

As foreshadowed last year, we have 
now completed the third stage of capital 
works at Memorial Drive, which has been 
possible due to $48m in grant funding 
from the SA Government. Physical work 
commenced in March 2021 with the 
marvellous fabric roof over the Sunken 
Show Court and new South Stand 
seating completed in time for the 2022 
Adelaide International. Brand new state-
of-the-art North and East grandstands 
joined by a concourse wrapped around 
both with fantastic spectator, player and 
staff/volunteer facilities were completed 
just in time for the 2023 Adelaide 
International. TSA has re-branded the 
venue as ‘The Drive’ to acknowledge the 
rich history both for tennis and other 
entertainment that many of us grew up 
with and fondly remember. We both 
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On behalf of the staff of Tennis SA, I am 
pleased to present my CEO report in my 
fourth year of service for 2022-23.  

The Memorial Drive Centre Court 
redevelopment continued during this 
financial year with the team working 
tirelessly to ensure that construction 
was completed ahead of the Adelaide 
International in January 2023. The 
redevelopment will now see The 
Drive be able to host a wide variety of 
community, sporting and entertainment 
events in the future. 

Our South Australian team travelled 
to the National Indigenous Tennis 
Carnival held in Darwin in August. The 
team performed admirably on court 
and were also recognised for the special 
friendship they forged with the team 
from Canteen Creek, north-east of Alice 
Springs, winning the Ash Barty Cup for 
participation and effort.

Our Tennis Hot Shots District School 
Carnivals continued to go from strength 
to strength in the second half of the 
year. 46 carnivals were held around the 
state seeing 43,815 students pick up a 
racquet as part of the pathway designed 
to transition students from interschool 
sport to their local tennis club. 

Two ITF World Tennis Tour events 
were held at The Drive in September. 
South Australia’s Alexander Despoja 
and Kristina Tai were finalists in week 
one, while Caitlin Baker claimed the girls 
singles title in week two. 

South Australia was selected to host 
the 12/u and 14/u Australian Hardcourt 
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Korda (USA) 6-7(8), 7-6(3), 6-4.
In the second week, Belinda Bencic 

(SWI) defeated Daria Kasatkina 6-0 
6-2 while Soonwoo Kwon (KOR) 
overcame Roberto Bautista Agut 6-4 
3-6 7-6(4). Our sincere thanks to the 
South Australian Government and South 
Australian Tourism Commission for their 
unwavering support and their vision to 
bring international tennis back to South 
Australia. 

Adelaide International TennisFest 
made its return in January with a 
record 32 individual tennis events 
held in South Australia throughout the 
Adelaide International. More than 3000 
participants took part this year. 

Tennis SA State League grand finals 
were held under the roof on Centre 
Court at The Drive in March. Peake 
Gardens Riverside Tennis Club won their 
first men’s title, while Glenlea Tennis 
Club claimed their fourth consecutive 
women’s title. 

345 players took part in the Les Tapp 
OAM Junior Inter Association event at 
Woodville Orion Tennis Club and West 
Lakes Tennis Club over the March long 
weekend. This was the largest number 
of teams to have participated in the last 
five years. 

Later in March, Seacliff Tennis Club 
(girls) and Collingrove Tennis Club 
(boys) were crowned Tennis SA Junior 
State League champions at The Drive. 
The grand finals were held on Centre 

Court following the Junior Awards Night 
held in The Courtside Room celebrating 
the achievements of our junior players 
from the past 12 months. 

A highlight of the year was the Tennis 
SA Gala Dinner held in April under the 
roof on Centre Court at The Drive. More 
than 430 people were in attendance 
for the evening hosted by 22-time 
Grand Slam doubles champion Todd 
Woodbridge, alongside Shane Leathem. 
The one-off, very special event signified 
the official opening of The Drive and 
incorporated the Tennis SA Awards 
celebrating the achievements of our 
South Australian tennis community over 
the past 12 months. 

The National Indigenous Tennis 
Carnival - SA was held in May with a 
community activation including social 
play and cultural activities taking place 
at The Drive. A team of nine players will 
represent South Australia at the National 
Indigenous Tennis Carnival to be held in 
Darwin in August. 

Our 11/u, 13/u and 15/u South 
Australian teams performed admirably 
at the 2023 Australian Teams 
Championships in Queensland in June. 
Our 11/u girls and 15/u boys finished their 
respective events in third place. 

I would like to thank Tennis SA 
President - Kent Thiele, Vice President 
- Philip Roberts and the entire Tennis 
SA Board for their support throughout 
the year. This year marks Kent’s final 

year as President of the Tennis SA Board 
with Philip moving into the role come 
1 July 2023. We sincerely thank Kent 
for his tireless efforts and exceptional 
leadership to the game of tennis in 
South Australia over the past 30 years. 

Congratulations to our Leadership 
Team consisting of Dylan Hicks 
(Tournaments, Competitions and 
Officiating), Bianca Marron (Marketing 
and Communications and Partnerships), 
James Pick (Tennis Development) 
and Matthew Fitzgerald (Operations 
and Venues), along with Adelaide 
International Tournament Director 
Alistair MacDonald, for the great work 
they have done throughout the year. 

I also wish to acknowledge the entire 
Tennis SA and Adelaide International 
team for their tireless work over the past 
12 months. You should all be very proud 
of your achievements. 

 

Debbie Sterrey  
Tennis SA CEO 

The Metro vs Country teams event was 
held at Tennis World Adelaide in late 
November with 36 players participating. 
Metro South Australia won the 13/u and 
15/u age groups, while Country South 
Australia was too strong in the 17/u 
age group. Metro South Australia were 
crowned overall winners for the first 
time in the three-year history of the 
event. 

In mid-December, Maitland Lutheran 
School and Linden Park Pirmary 
School were named the 2022 South 
Australian Tennis Hot Shots school 
state champions, after winning their 
respective competitions at the Tennis 
SA Clay Courts. The events were the 
culmination of ANZ Tennis Hot Shots 
District School Carnivals held around the 
state throughout 2022.

Six South Australians led the charge 
for the state at the 2022 Newcombe 
Medal, Australian Tennis Awards held 
in December. David Grainger (Coaching 
Excellence Club), Domenic Marafiote 
(Coaching Excellence Development), 
Robyn Tucker (Excellence in Officiating), 
Ian Delbridge (Most Outstanding 
30+ Tennis Senior), Edward Winter 
(Junior Athlete of the Year – Male), 
Torrens Valley Christian School 
(Most Outstanding School) and Julie 
Polkinghorne (Volunteer Achievement 
Award). were named as finalists. South 
Australia claimed a record breaking four 
awards, with Grainger, Tucker, Winter 
and Polkinghorne all winning their 
respective categories. 

After a couple of years off due to 
COVID, our South Australian Regional 
State Team was able to return to 
compete in the Queensland Junior 
Teams Carnival in December. Selected 
following the individual event at State 
Foundation Cup in October, the team 
consisted of players in 13/u, 15/u and 
17/u age groups.

The Adelaide International returned 
to the The Drive with back-to-back 
tournaments ahead of the Australian 
Open in January. The first week saw 
Aryna Sabalenka overcome Czech 
teenager Linda Noskova 6-3 7-6(4), 
before Novak Djokovic (SRB) saved 
championship point to defeat Sebastian 

Championships in late September at 
West Lakes Tennis Club. Filip Fantasia, 
Sarah Mildren and Kalina Stefanov won 
14/u doubles titles at the event. 

Following her debut at the Virtus 
European Summer Games in July, 
Andriana Petrakis won the women’s II-1 
classification singles title at the highly 
successful Peter Smith Players with an 
Intellectual Impairment (PWII) Open 
held at Next Generation Memorial Drive 
in October.  

The State Foundation Cup was held 
at Berri Tennis Club for the nineth 
consecutive year in October with 
Hills Fleurieu taking home the overall 
championship after a fantastic week of 
tennis. 

We were thrilled to kick off the Tennis 
SA State League season with the second 
edition of the Tennis SA State League 
All Stars. This year the team visited 
the Riverland, with players taking part 
in An Evening with the Stars, Red Ball 
Carnival, All Stars match and tourism 
activities. 

Summer competitions also 
commenced in October, with Tennis SA 
administering competitions for Southern 
Districts, Eastern Districts, North East 
and Great Southern Tennis Associations. 
Tennis SA State League, Metro League, 
Junior State League and Green Ball 
Junior State League competitions 
continued to go from strength to 
strength.  

The City of Playford Tennis 
International returned in late October 
following a three year hiatus. Tennis 
SA and Tennis Australia hosted the 
tournament in conjunction with the City 
of Playford, TennisGear and Playford 
Tennis Club. Australians Rinky Hijikata 
and Kimberly Birrell took out the 
singles titles at the fourth edition of the 
tournament. 

We were thrilled to celebrate the 
achievements of nine South Australian 
tennis volunteers at our Tennis SA 
Service Award presentations. Our 
congratulations to Jill Williams, Kerry 
Haysman, Craig Glennon, Jim Ferguson, 
Carol Davis, Mike Horsman, Anne 
Morgan, John MacKenzie and Roger 
Davey. 
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YEAR IN NUMBERS 

TOURNAMENTS AND EVENTS

ADELAIDE INTERNATIONALS2
ITF WORLD TENNIS TOUR 
JUNIOR TOURNAMENTS 2

JUNIOR EVENTS 20

TEAMS IN STATE LEAGUE AND 
JUNIOR STATE LEAGUE33

JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT SERIES 
TOURNAMENTS 16

OPEN EVENTS 5

OFFICIALS

49
Registered 

officials 

12
Newly qualified 

officials 
16,508 316

REGISTERED CLUB 
MEMBERS 

AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS, 
CLUBS, CENTRES 
AND SCHOOLS 

CLUBS

206 Coach Members 

65 Qualified 

59 Business

82 Trainee

COACHES

5012
TENNIS HOT SHOTS CLUB/COACH PARTICIPANTS

TENNIS HOT SHOTS 

46,916
REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS

12/U AND 14/U AUSTRALIAN 
HARDCOURT CHAMPIONSHIPS1

AUSTRALIAN PRO TOUR1
SCHOOLS

STUDENTS INVOLVED IN TENNIS HOT 
SHOTS SCHOOL COMPETITION 41,904

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
DELIVERING TENNIS HOT SHOTS 244

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
DELIVERING TENNIS HOT SHOTS 31

TENNIS HOT SHOTS 
SCHOOL CARNIVALS 47 VENUES WITH COURT HIRE   48

CLUBS UTILISING CLUBSPARK 209

HIT TOOL CONVERSATIONS COMPLETED 55

COMPETITIONS

14
Summer 

Competitions

7
Winter 

Competitions
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TOURNAMENTS 
On January 1 2023 the Junior Tour 
Points Race and Progress Series were 
introduced. 20 endorsed Junior Events 
took place between July 2022-June 
2023. Regional Tournaments were 
once again held in Renmark, Mount 
Gambier, Port Pirie, Port Lincoln and 
Gawler. Strathalbyn also hosted a 
very successful King's Birthday Long 
Weekend event which had 203 entries. 

Five Open Tournaments were held 
in the second half of 2022 with an 
additional five Progress Series Events 
held in 2023. A total of $56,000 in 
prizemoney was earnt by players. 

16 Junior Development Series events 
were scheduled between July 2022-June 
2023. Seacliff Tennis Club was awarded 
Event of the Year for their JDS held in 
February 2023 which had 153 entries. 

ITF JUNIORS 
Some of the best juniors from around 
Australia hit Adelaide for two ITF World 
Tennis Tour Junior tournaments being 
hosted in South Australia.

Tennis SA and Tennis Australia, in 
conjunction with Next Generation 
Memorial Drive, hosted the tournaments 
from Monday 5 to Sunday 18 September 
2022.

The two ITF World Tennis Tour Junior 
Grade 5 events saw 120 18-and-under 
players visit Adelaide during the two 
week period.

Week one saw South Australians 
Alexander Despoja and Kristina Tai reach 
the finals. 

Week two saw an all-South Australian 
match up with Caitlin Baker defeating 
Diana Badalyan 6-3 6-3 to be crowned 
the South Australian Junior International 
champion.

TOURNAMENTS REPORT 

CITY OF PLAYFORD TENNIS 
INTERNATIONAL 
The City of Playford Tennis International 
returned to Playford Tennis Centre from 
Sunday 23 to Sunday 30 October 2022, 
after a three year hiatus.

The Australian Pro Tour event, 
a combined Men’s ATP Challenger 
and Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour 
tournament, offered a total prize pool of 
more than AUD $200,000 and valuable 
world ranking points.

Tennis SA and Tennis Australia hosted 
the tournament in conjunction with 
the City of Playford, TennisGear and 
Playford Tennis Club.

Rinky Hijikata (NSW) and Kimberly 
Birrell (Qld) were crowned 2022 City of 
Playford Tennis International champions 
after taking out the singles titles. 

12/U AND 14/U AUSTRALIAN 
HARDCOURT CHAMPIONSHIPS
Australia’s top junior tennis players 
took part in the 2022 12/u and 14/u 
Australian Hardcourt Championships 
presented by Kia at West Lakes Tennis 
Club and Woodville Orion Tennis Club 
from Monday 26 September to Sunday 
2 October. 

Renee Alame (NSW) became a two-
time Australian champion after taking 
out the 14-and-under girls’ title, with 
Lucas Han (Qld) overcoming top seed 
Flynn Coventry-Searle (NSW) 6-2 6-4 
to win the 12/u boys’ championship, top 
seed Jennifer Ott (NSW) defeating No.4 

seed Aimee Jin (NSW) 6-1 6-1 to win 
the 12/u girls’ championship and second 
seed Myron Papadimitriou (NSW) 
defeated Cameron Burton (WA) 5-7 6-3 
7-6(3) to win the 14/u boys’ title.

BALLKIDS 
There were 184 expressions of interest 

to be a ballkid at the 2023 Adelaide 
International. There were 5 training 
sessions held at either West Lakes 
Tennis Club or Tennis World Millswood. 
Ballkids were required to attend a 
minimum of 2 training sessions to 
qualify to be a ballkid for the Adelaide 

International. At each training session 
we averaged 80 kids participating.  We 
then ended up having 140 kids serve 
players at the Adelaide International.

During the event the kids were 
provided with a long sleeve polo, shorts, 
a water bottle and a legionnaires hat. 
Each Ballkid rostered on Centre Court 
was allocated one complimentary ticket 
per shift, and for Ballkids rostered on 
outside courts, they were given two 
complimentary tickets per shift. These 
were used by parents and they were 
very appreciative.

14
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GREEN BALL STATE LEAGUE 
An exciting association-based 
competition, the Green Ball State 
League offered the most talented 
11-and-under players from Eastern 
Districts, Glenelg Districts, Hills, North 
East, Southern Districts and Western 
Districts Tennis Associations the chance 
to continue developing their skillset 
while competing against the top players 
in their age group.

Following a five-round season, the 
revamped competition came to an 
end and the Eastern Districts Tennis 
Association went through the season 
undefeated to win the title, with 
Southern Districts Tennis Association as 
runners up.

ORANGE BALL LEAGUES 
Throughout the summer and winter 
seasons, Tennis SA once again delivered 
Orange Ball Leagues in the Glenelg 
Districts Tennis Association (GDTA) and 
Western Districts Tennis Association 
(WDTA). 

These leagues provide a great 
opportunity for our grassroots players 
to experience competitive tennis for the 
first time. 

14 teams participated in the WDTA 
competition held over Term 4 2022 and 
Term 1 2023. Six teams competed over 
winter, with each team comprising of 
three players. 

Over the summer season, GDTA had 
11 teams competing in their Orange 
Ball League. During the winter season 
five teams competed, including two 
teams from Southern Districts Tennis 
Association. 

These Orange Ball Leagues were two 

term length seasons, with a home and 
away format. The final round was also 
played as a home away format to allow 
for some teams to finish off the season 
on their home ground.

WINTER PENNANT 
The 2022 Winter Pennant season was 
the 76th anniversary of the competition 
making it the longest running and 
largest metropolitan tennis competition 
in Australia. Congratulations to all 276 
teams that competed this year.

Tennis SA would like to thank Mike 
Daws – Winter Pennant Advisory Group 
Chairperson, as well as the Association 
reepresentatives for their assistance 
with grading.

Congratulations to the following 
winners:

Men's Singles 
Premier League - Memorial Drive 
Division 1 Open - Peake Gardens 
Riverside
Division 2 Open - Trinity Gardens 
Division 3 Open - Stirling 
Division 4 Open - Collingrove 
Division 5 Blue - Flagstaff Hill 
Division 6 Blue - Seacliff 
Division 7 Blue - Seacliff 
Division 8 Blue - Seacliff 
Division 9 Blue - Seacliff 
Division 10 Blue - Glenunga 
Division 11 Blue - Dover Square 
Division 12 Blue - Seacliff 
Division 13 Blue - Holdfast 
Division 5 Gold - Rostrevor 
Division 6 Gold - Prospect 
Division 7 Gold - Grange Lawn 
Division 8 Gold - Hope Valley 
Division 9 Gold - Broadview 

STATE LEAGUE 
The 2022-23 State League season 
was another strong display of high-
level tennis played between the best 
players in South Australia. Seven teams 
competed in the State League Men’s 
competition and eight teams in the 
Women’s competition.

In the men’s competition, Peake 
Gardens Riverside took an unassailable 
lead after the singles to defeat Trinity 
Gardens and claim the premiership, their 
first at State League level.

In the women’s competition, Glenlea 
raced to win the first three singles 
rubbers before Memorial Drive claimed 
the fourth, taking the match to the 
deciding doubles ties. Glenlea went on 
to win both doubles matches and claim 
the premiership.

Ashwin Vijayaragavan from Tea Tree 

Gully won the Men’s State League Player 
of the year while Elim Yan from Seacliff 
won the Women’s award.

Tennis SA would like to acknowledge 
the State League Advisory Group made 
up of Mike Daws (Chairperson), Paul 
Baccanello, Neville Messenger, Kimberly 
Absalom and Vittoria Peresano.

JUNIOR STATE LEAGUE 
The 2022–23 Junior State League season 
featured 14 rounds of competition 
between the top juniors in South 
Australia. 

Eight teams participated in the Boys 
competition, and four advanced to the 
finals. Both Collingrove and Tea Tree 
Gully earned a spot in the Grand Final. 
Collingrove managed to prevail in a very 
close contest, winning four rubbers to 
two to win the Junior State League Boys 
Premiership for the first time.

There were ten teams competing 
in the Girls competition, and four 
advanced to the finals. Both Seacliff and 
Athelstone were successful in advancing 
to the Grand Final. Seacliff was able 
to maintain their composure, winning 
five rubbers to one, and clinching 
their fourth Junior State League Girls 
Premiership. 

Jude Gale from Collingrove won the 
boys Junior State League Player of the 
Year while Kristina Tai from ETKG and 
Sarah Mildren from Glenela shared the 
honour of girls Junior State League 
Player of the Year. 

METRO LEAGUE 
The Tennis SA Metro League senior 
competition is an open competition 
aimed as a stepping stone to State 
League or a strong competitive playing 
experience crossing over the association 
boundaries. Tennis SA are thrilled to 
commend our winners for the 2022-23 
season. 

Congratulations to the following 
winners:

Men
Division 1 - Hallett Cove Beach 
Division 2 - Reade Park 
Division 3 -West Lakes 
Division 4 - Stirling 

Women
Division 1 - Memorial Drive
Division 2 - Glenlea COMPETITIONS REPORT  
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Division 5 - Glenunga Blue 
Division 6 - East Adelaide Payneham 
 
Green Ball Competition
Division 1 - Burnside Beagles 
Division 2 Red - Collingrove  
Division 2 Blue - Trinity Gardens Blue 
Division 3 - Rostrevor Blue 
Division 4 - Athelstone  
 
Orange Ball Competition 
Division 1 - Campbelltown 
Division 2 - East Torrens Kensington 
Gardens Green 

SUMMER 
The Eastern Districts Tennis Association 
junior summer 2022-23 competition 
consisted of 185 teams playing in 22 
divisions, across 14 rounds with a three 
week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

Boys
Division 1 - Collingrove
Division 2 - Trinity Gardens 
Division 3 - Holmesdale/Campbelltown
Division 4 - Trinity Gardens Red 
Division 5 - Rostrevor 
Division 6 - Rostrevor
Division 7 - Memorial Drive 
Division 8 - Burnside 
Division 9 - St Peters 

Girls
Division 1 - Athelstone Pink 
Division 2 - Memorial Drive 
Division 3 - Glenunga
Division 4 - Glenunga
Division 5 - Beaumont 
Division 6 - Rostrevor 
 
Green Ball Competition
Division 1 - Glenunga
Division 2 - Trinity Gardens Blue 
Division 3 - Rostrevor Red 
 
Orange Ball Competition 
Division 1 - Rostrevor 
Division 2 Red - Hectorville 
Division 2 Blue - Beaumont 
Division 3 - Campbelltown Orange

SOUTHERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION JUNIORS 
WINTER
The Southern Districts Tennis Association 
junior winter competition consisted of 88 
teams playing in 12 divisions, across 14 
rounds with a two week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

Boys
Division 1 - Morphett Vale 
Division 2 - Denman Light Blue 
Division 3 - Kingswood 
Division 4 - Denman Dark Blue 
Division 5 - Bellevue Heights 
Division 6 - Happy Valley 
Division 7 - Coromandel Valley 

Girls
Division 1 - Blackwood 
Division 2 - Hills 
Division 3 - Happy Valley 
Division 4 - Reade Park 
Division 5 - Kingswood  

Green Ball Mixed 
North - Tennis World Millswood
South - Bellevue Heights 

SUMMER
The Southern Districts Tennis Association 
junior summer competition consisted of 
148 teams playing in 20 divisions, across 
15 rounds with a two week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

Boys
Premier League - Reade Park 
Division 1 - Morphett Vale 
Division 2 - Mercedes College 
Division 3 - Kingswood 
Division 4 - Mercedes College 
Division 5 - Kingswood 
Division 6 - Colonel Light West 
Division 7 - Colonel Light West 
Division 8 - Mercedes College Green 
Division 9 - McLaren Vale 

Girls
Premier League -  Blackwood 
Division 1 - Colonel Light West/Mercedes 
College
Division 2 - Hope Ward 
Division 3 - Denman 
Division 4 - Reade Park 
Division 5 - Kingswood  

Green Ball Boys
Division 1 - Hope Ward 
Division 2 - McLaren Vale Red  

Green Ball Girls 
Division 1 - Denman Dark Blue  

Green Ball Mixed 
Division 1 - Tennis World Millswood

Division 10 Gold - Port Adelaide 
Division 11 Gold - Hectorville 
Division 12 Gold - Para Hills 

Women's Singles 
Premier League - Glenlea
Division 1 Open - Tea Tree Gully 
Division 2 Open - Coromandel Valley 
Division 3 Open - Broadview 
Division 4 Blue - Flagstaff Hill 
Division 5 Blue - Peake Gardens 
Riverside 
Division 4 Gold - Prospect 
Division 5 Gold - East Torrens 
Kensington Gardens 

Men's Doubles 
Division 1 - Peake Gardens Riverside 
Division 2 - Hectorville/Campbelltown 
Division 3 - Holdfast 

Women's Doubles 
Division 1 - Memorial Drive 
Division 2 - Holdfast

Mixed Doubles 
Open - O'Halloran Hill

EASTERN DISTRICTS/NORTH 
EAST TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
COMBINED 
The Eastern Districts Tennis Association/
North East Tennis Association combined 
competition consisted of 152 teams 
playing in 20 divisions, across 16 rounds 
with a three week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners:  
 
SENIOR COMPETITION 
Men
Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully Black 
Division 2 - Trinity Gardens 
Division 3 - Prospect
Division 4 - Prospect
Division 5 - Hectorville
Division 6 - Prospect
Division 7 - Rostrevor Red
Division 8 - Rostrevor Blue 
Division 9 - Para Hills 
Division 10 - Beaumont  

Women
Division 1 - East Adelaide Payneham 
Division 2 - Rostrevor 
Division 3 - Trinity Gardens 
Division 4 - Broadview 

DOUBLES COMPETITION 
Men
Division 1 - Rostrevor Blue 
Division 2 - Broadview 
Division 3 - Hope Valley/St Agnes 
Women
Division 1 - Rostrevor
Division 2 - Enfield  
 
MIXED DOUBLES COMPETITION 
Division 1 - St Peters Gold 

EASTERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION JUNIORS 
WINTER 
The Eastern Districts Tennis Association 
junior winter competition consisted of 
204 teams playing in 24 divisions, across 
13 rounds with a three week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

Boys
Division 1 - Trinity Titans Blue 
Division 2 - Trinity Titans Blue 
Division 3 - The Drive 
Division 4 - The Drive Green 
Division 5 Red - East Adelaide 
Payneham
Division 5 Blue - St Peters 
Division 6 - East Torrens Kensington 
Gardens Green 
Division 7 - Glenunga Blue 
Division 8 - Campbelltown  
Division 9 - East Adelaide Payneham 

Girls
Division 1 - East Torrens Kensington 
Gardens Gold 
Division 2 Red - Campbelltown  
Division 2 Blue - Glenunga 
Division 3 - Glenunga Blue 
Division 4 - East Torrens Kensington 
Gardens Green 
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Boys Division 4 - Golden Grove 
Girls Division 1 - One Tree Hill 
Girls Division 2 - Tea Tree Gully  
 
Orange Ball Competition 
Term 4 2022
Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully Red 
Division 2 - Prospect Red
Division 3 - One Tree Hill 
Division 4 - Enfield 
Division 5 - Uni SA 

Orange Ball Competition 
Term 1 2023
Division 1 - One Tree Hill 
Division 2 - Golden Grove 
Division 3 - Valley View Blue 
Division 4 - One Tree Hill 
Division 5 - Broadview 

GREAT SOUTHERN TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION SENIORS AND 
JUNIORS 
The Great Southern Tennis Association 
summer season consisted of five junior 
divisions and four senior divisions, with a 
total of 63 teams competing overall. 

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

JUNIOR COMPETITION 
Division 1 - Normanville
Division 2 - Mount Compass
Division 3 - Port Elliot 
Division 4 - Back Valley Black 
Division 5 (Green Ball) - Willunga 

SENIOR COMPETITION 
Premiership Division 1 - Goolwa
Division 2 Pathways - Goolwa Black 
A Doubles - Inman Valley Red 
B Doubles - Mount Compass 

SOUTHERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION SENIORS 
The Southern Districts Tennis Association 
senior summer competition consisted of 
81 teams playing in 11 divisions, across 16 
rounds with a two week finals series. 

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 

SENIOR COMPETITION 
Men
Division 1 - Colonel Light West 
Division 2 - Denman Dark Blue 
Division 3 - Denman White
Division 4 - Kingswood
Division 5 - Reynella Black 
Division 6 - Kingswood 
Division 7 - Morphett Vale 

Women
Division 1 - Colonel Light West 
Division 2 - Kingswood 
Division 3 - Coromandel Valley 

Mixed Doubles 
2M/2W - Flagstaff Hill  

NORTH EAST TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION JUNIORS 
WINTER
The North East Tennis Association junior 
winter 2022 competition consisted of 128 
teams playing in 20 divisions, across 16 
rounds with a one week finals series.

Congratulations to the following 
winners: 
 
Boys
A1 Boys - Trinity Playford Blue
A2 Boys	 - Golden Grove 
A3 Boys - Trinity Playford Green
Boys Division 1 - Valley View
Boys Division 2 - Golden Grove Blue 
Boys Division 3 - Greenacres Yellow 

Girls
A1 Girls - Tea Tree Gully Red 
A2 Girls - Tea Tree Gully 

A3 Girls - Trinity Playford Blue 
Girls Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully Red 

Green Ball Competition
Boys Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully 
Boys Division 2 - Pooraka 
Boys Division 3 - Broadview 
Boys Division 4 - Valley View 
Girls Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully 
Girls Division 2 - Valley View  
 
Orange Ball Competition 
Term 3 2022
Division 1 - Tea Tree Gully Black 
Division 2 - Broadview Orange 
Division 3 - Modbury Red 
Division 4 - Pooraka Red

SUMMER 
The North East Tennis Association 

junior summer 2022-23 competition 
consisted of 186 teams playing in 22 
divisions, across 14 rounds with a one 

week finals series.
Congratulations to the following 

winners: 
 

Boys
A1 Boys - Tea Tree Gully Red 
A2 Boys	 - Modbury 
A3 Boys - Golden Grove Gold 
A4 Boys - Sailsbury 
Boys Division 1 - Enfield 
Boys Division 2 - Greenacres Black 
Boys Division 3 - Greenacres 

Girls
A1 Girls - Tea Tree Gully Red 
A2 Girls - Trinity/Playford 
Girls Division 1 - Valley View 
Girls Division 2 - Golden Grove 
 
Green Ball Competition
Boys Division 1 - Broadview 
Boys Division 2 - Tea Tree Gully Red 
Boys Division 3 - Broadview Black 
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Team Red
Callum Gale

Sean Van Rensburg
Cydney Crumbie
Hayley Riessen
Andrew Waters

Maria Tzanavaras
Cohen Battams

Sarah-Jane Albrecht

Team Blue
Ashwin Vijayaragavan

Dale Nixon
Heidi Evans
Kristina Tai

Hayden Carter
Tasmin Smith
Ethan Sleep

Sophie Nettle

TENNIS SA STATE LEAGUE ALL 
STARS  
Tennis SA, in conjunction with the 
Renmark Paringa Council and Riverland 
Tennis Association, hosted the event in 
Renmark on Saturday 8 October.
The state’s highest level competition 
visited regional South Australia for the 
second time, with eight Tennis SA State 
League players joining eight local tennis 
players to create Team Red and Team 
Blue.

After Team Blue won the inaugural 

event on the Eyre Peninsula in 2021, 
Team Red levelled the record claiming a 
seven rubbers to three victory in 2022.

Players also joined local juniors on 
court for the Red Ball Challenge and 
took part in tourism activities including 
exploring the Murray River with Renmark 
River Cruises and a visit to Caudo 
Vineyard for lunch.

EVENTS REPORT 
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17-and-under Metropolitan State Team
Benjamin Chisholm 
Joseph Nak
Benjamin Lawrie
Erin Cahill
Mahek Bhatt
Lauren Banks

COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
Country Carnival is an opportunity 
for regional players to represent 
their Association and participate in 
a competitive yet fun and enjoyable 
environment. 

Country Carnival returned to 
Kensington Gardens Lawn Tennis Club 
and East Torrens Kensington Gardens 
Tennis Club on 5-11 January after 
2022 being cancelled due to COVID. 
Players participated in both teams and 
individual events catering for juniors 
and seniors competing for the John 
Fitzgerald Shield.

47 teams competed in Country 
Carnival representing 14 associations in 
regional South Australia.

Congratulations to our winners:
10/u Mixed - Barossa and Gawler
12/u Girls - McLaren Vale
12/u Boys - Whyalla/Pt Pirie/Clare
14-16 Boys Pool A - Torrens Valley
14-16 Boys Pool B - Onkaparinga
14-16 Girls - Port Broughton
Men’s Open - Lower Eyre Peninsula

Men’s Doubles - Barossa and Gawler
Women’s Doubles - Lower Murray
Mixed Doubles - Mid North
John Fitzgerald Shield – most 
represented and best performed: 
Barossa and Light Tennis Association

LES TAPP INTER-ASSOCIATION 
EVENT 
Saturday 11 March to Monday 13 March 
2023 saw over 345 players representing 
their tennis associations at Woodville 
Orion Tennis Club. 

This is the largest in over five years, 
with an additional six teams compared 
with 2022. All players participated in a 
team atmosphere across 10/u, 12/u, 14/u 
and 17/u age groups with various graded 
levels.

Congratulations to our winners: 
10/u Boys - EDTA Blue 
10/u Girls - NETA 
12/u Boys (Div 1) - EDTA Red
12/u Boys (Div 2) - EDTA Blue 
12/u Girls - EDTA Blue 
14/u Boys (Div 1) - NETA 
14/u Boys (Div 2) - GDTA Blue 
14/u Girls - NETA 
Open Boys - SDTA 
Open Girls - NETA Pink 

STATE FOUNDATION CUP 
The 2022 Foundation Cup was played 
over four days on the courts of the Berri 
Lawn Tennis Club in perfect weather 
conditions. 

Six regions, Eyre Peninsula, Upper 
Northern and Yorke, Lower Northern, 
River Murray, South East and Hills 
Fleurieu competed in the teams format 
combining the boys and girls in each age 
group for 13-and-under, 15-and-under 
and 17-and-under. In addition, the 11-and-
under age group competed in the teams 
format for the first time ever.

With nearly 150 of the best regional 
juniors in South Australia battling it 
out, the standard of tennis throughout 
the event was extremely high despite 
the tough conditions. The atmosphere 
around the courts was electric, and the 
sportsmanship between the players was 
a real standout.

The event has a strong focus on the 
development pathway for junior regional 
players, engaging them in competitive 
opportunities to prepare them for their 
future in tennis.

River Murray were thrilled to walk 
away with the win in the 11-and-under 
division, going undefeated.  Hills Fleurieu 

were undefeated in taking out the U13’s. 
The South East were dominant in taking 
out the U15’s and U17’s. Hills Fleurieu 
once again claimed the overall State 
Foundation Cup team championship.

One player from each division 
was awarded the prestigious Kevin 
Schwarz Sportsperson Award. This 
award is presented to the boy and 
girl who demonstrate exceptional on 
court behaviour and is voted on each 
round by the opposing team. The huge 
spread of votes across such a large 
number of players spoke volumes of the 
professional and respectful manner in 
which players were participating in and 
was a credit to all involved.

Congratulations to our Sportsmanship 
award winners:

11/u 
Georgia Pritchard (Hills Fleurieu) 

13/u 
Boys –Archie Fitzgerald (Eyre Peninsula) 
and Harry Millard (Upper Northern and 
Yorke) 
Girls – Estelle Gray (Eyre Peninsula) 

Tom Nettle
Maggie Walsh
Alice Wheaton

15-and-under Regional State Team
Cooper Ferme
Carter Macgowan
Eva Schmucker
Imogen Trengove
Maria Tzanavaras
Dylan Wilson

17-and-under Regional State Team
Lachlan Maywald
Tom Grosser 
Cade Kelly
Imogen Davis
Jorja Mitchell
Sophie Nettle

13-and-under Metropolitan State Team
Charlie Grainger
Daniel Skuza
Max Edwards
Abby Robertson
Tajra Ceric
Jasmine Singh

15-and-under Metropolitan State Team
Nishal Narasappa
Kye Hussey
Henry Farrer
Taylor Glennon 
Dayna Harrison
Ruby Measday

15/u 
Boys – Cooper Ferme (Upper Northern 
and Yorke)
Girls –Cindy Cabot (Eyre Peninsula) 

17/u 
Boys – Cade Kelly (South East) 
Girls – Imogen Davis (Lower Northern) 
and Sophie Nettle (River Murray) 

METRO V COUNTRY TEAMS 
EVENT 
The Metro vs Country teams event was 
held at Tennis World Millswood with 36 
players participating.

Representative teams from Country 
South Australia and Metro South 
Australia took on each other in the 13/u, 
15/u and 17/u age groups. Metro South 
Australia won the 13/u and 15/u age 
groups, with Country South Australia 
winning the 17/u age group.

Metro South Australia were crowned 
overall winners for the first time in the 
three-year history of the event

13-and-under Regional State Team
Hamish Gordon
Samuel Haase
Jemyma Loke
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ensuring tennis is played in a safe and 
enjoyable environment.

Tennis SA worked closely with the 
Tennis Australia Integrity department to 
ensure a high level of Child Safety in the 
South Australian tennis community

Venue Supervisor training was 
conducted to several junior associations 
giving clubs the confidence to enable a 
safe environment for all junior players to 
participate in. 

Parent Expectations training 
continued at the younger junior level at 
Super 10s sessions. This is a combined 
initiative of Tennis SA and TA Officiating 
and High Performance

Support to clubs and other South 
Australian tennis stakeholders was also 
provided around complaint handling and 
minor matters

Compliance with national policies and 
state government legislation through 
appropriate screening and Child Safe 
Environments further accentuate the 
emphasis on all participants feeling safe 
in our tennis environments.

Government of South Australia 
Working with Children legislation 
continued to be communicated to all 
clubs and associations in South Australia 
in accordance with Child Protection in 
Tennis.

The Member Protection, Safeguarding 
Children Code of Conduct and Code of 
Behaviour policies were also enforced 
through investigation, management and 
support of player, parent, and spectator 
behaviour. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Pramod Kannikanti became accredited 
as a nationally recognised State Referee, 
while Jim Goode became accredited as a 
nationally recognised Venue Supervisor. 

Robyn Tucker was presented with the 
Excellence in Officiating award at the 
Newcombe Medal, Australian Tennis 
Awards. Geof Palmer retired after 
over 40 years of officiating service at 
national and international tournaments 
and events held in South Australia and 
interstate, including the Chief Umpire 
role in Melbourne, Canberra, Perth, and 
Tasmania.

Multi-disciplined official Casey 
Jackson won the Tennis SA Excellence 
in Officiating award as well as the 

prestigious Phil Read Trophy at the 
Tennis SA Gala Dinner.  

OFFICIATING TRAINING 
In 2022-23, the following accredited 
courses were conducted in South 
Australia and interstate for South 
Australian Officials:

•	 Chair Umpire Level C course
•	 Court Monitor course
•	 Line Umpire course

All courses were well attended and 
were followed by on-court and off-court 
training and assessments resulting in:

•	 Five new Court Monitors
•	 Seven new Line Umpires

OFFICIATING DEVELOPMENT 
Two new Court Monitors progressed 
to Court Supervisors mentored by 
experienced local Court Supervisors and 
Referees. 

A Chair Umpire Mentoring program 
was established utilising the expertise of 
local Chair Umpires. 

South Australian Officials continued 
to excel at international events including 
the:

•	 Adelaide and South Australian 
Junior International  ITF World 
Tennis Tour events held at The 
Drive in September 2022

•	 12/u and 14/u Australian 
Hardcourt Championships held in 
Adelaide in October 2022 

•	 City of Playford Tennis 
International held at Playford 
Tennis Centre in October 2022

•	 2023 Australian Open
•	 2023 Adelaide Internationals
•	 12/u and 14/u Australian 

Claycourt Championships held in 
Canberra in April 2023

TOURNAMENT, EVENT AND 
COMPETITION SERVICING 
Tennis SA was able to meet service 
requirements at all Australian Rankings 
Tournaments, Junior and Open Series 
Events, including regional events in 
Barmera, Berri and Port Lincoln. 

Tennis SA continued to service the 
majority of higher-level tournaments 
and events with Chair Umpires and Line 
Umpires. 

The minimum servicing of these 
tournaments with referees and court 
supervisors was achieved, with the 
integration of Court Monitors continuing. 

Court Supervisors were also used at 
all State League men’s and women’s 
minor rounds, as well as Chair and Line 
Umpires for the grand finals. 

Officials were also used at the Junior 
State League grand finals as well as at 
various junior association events. 

POLICY EDUCATION 
The position of the Policy and Education 
Officer is designed to guide and educate 
clubs throughout South Australia in 
implementing policies approved by 
Boards at both national and state level OFFICIATING REPORT 

5 Court Monitors 

19 Court Supervisors 

28 Line Umpires

13 Chair Umpires 
(four international) 

KEY FACTS 

8 Referees
(two international) 

2 International Chief 
Umpires

9 Officiating Coaches
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209) adopting the membership module. 
Moreover, there was an increase of 31 
clubs (bringing the total to 170) utilising 
the website module. These features offer 
digital solutions to our stakeholders and 
help save valuable volunteer hours.

Additionally, ClubSpark's Court Hire 
module provides clubs with a digital 
solution to open their courts to the 
community and generate revenue. 
Currently, we have 48 venues in South 
Australia offering court hire, and with the 
introduction of the more cost-effective 
Igloohome lock system, we anticipate 
this number will increase in the upcoming 
2023-24 period.

Furthermore, this year marked the 
introduction of the Health Indicator of 
Tennis (HiT Tool). The HiT Tool combines 
useful, evidence-based, and up-to-date 

resources, tools, research, and information 
to assist clubs in developing tailored 
action plans that align with their unique 
environments. So far, 55 clubs across 
the state have completed a HiT Tool 
conversation with the Tennis Development 
team, and we are enthusiastic about 
witnessing this number grow in the 
upcoming 2023-24 period.

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT 
COORDINATORS  
Key responsibilities of the School 
Development Coordinator are to drive 
greater participation in tennis and a 
deeper engagement of the education 
sector at local levels. The role is integral 
in building sustainable pathways from 
schools to club-based tennis. Additionally 
this drives quality and consistency of 
program delivery and links directly to 

AFFILIATION AND MEMBERSHIP 
Tennis SA had a total of 316 affiliates in 
2022-23 comprising of 40 associations, 
19 self insured facilities and four schools.  
This also included two new affiliates, Blair 
Athol Racquet Sports Hub (One Culture 
Ltd) and Karoonda Tennis Club who joined 
Tennis SA for the 2022-23 season.  Tennis 
SA continues to adopt the per court 
affiliation model and is continually looking 
at adding benefits to all affiliates.  Tennis 
SA and our affiliates registered a total of 
16,508 club members, 5,012 Hot Shots 

participants (clubs/coaching) and 41,904 
participants in schools for the 2022-23 
season.

ORGANISATION STRUCTURE  
The Tennis Development Team went 
through some changes during the 2022-23 
period with Matthew Fitzgerald moving 
into the Head of Operations and Venues 
role which then saw James Pick promoted 
to Head of Tennis Development. 

Sarah Horgan was also promoted 
to Regional Tennis Manager from her 
previous Club Development Officer Metro 

North role. Sarah has done an amazing 
job leading the team which consists 
of Adrian Dezen (Club Development 
Officer Metro South) Jessica Gardner 
(Club Development Officer Metro North), 
Regional North West position (currently 
vacant) and Luke Taylor (Regional Officer 
South East) who was offered a fulltime 
role after his 12 month secondment.  
Hayley Allen was welcomed back after her 
maternity leave and has taken a new role 
as Venues Lead under Matt Fitzgerald.

Unfortunately, we saw the departure of 

Shane Leathem (Schools and Pathways 
Manager) who took a new position at 
UniSA. We were sad to see Shane leave 
but wish him all the best with his future 
endeavours and thank him for all his 
work during his time at Tennis.  Shane’s 
departure created an opportunity within 
the team, and we were thrilled to welcome 
Luke Doughty from the Tournaments 
and Competitions team into the Schools 
and Pathways Manager position.  Luke’s 
team includes Amy Sneath (Women and 
Girls Program Pathway Coordinator), Jack 
Crispin (Schools Development Coordinator 
Metro) and Corey Tugwell (School 
Development Coordinator Country).

SYSTEMS 
In the 2022-23 period, we continued 
utilising ClubSpark, resulting in an 
additional 45 clubs (making it a total of 

TENNIS DEVELOPMENT REPORT  
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Government school initiatives designed 
to entrench tennis into school culture and 
curriculum. 

Our School Development team consists 
of Corey Tugwell and Jack Crispin. Tennis 
SA are pleased to report we had 244 
primary schools registered as part of the 
Australian Sports Commission Sporting 
Schools (Partnership and Play program) 
during 2022–23. Tennis SA also had 31 
registered secondary schools. Through 
these programs, Tennis SA engaged 
41,904 students. A new secondary schools 
program was launched in 2022 by the 
team at Tennis SA, with a total of 5 schools 
and 101 students being involved within 
the first few events. This day is formally 
named the ‘Tennis SA Secondary Schools 
Festival’ and consists of a wide range of 
tennis formats which encourage social 
play and other opportunities within the 
sport.

Tennis SA held 47 school carnivals 
across the state. An incredible result 
with 7601 Year 3/4 and 5/6 students 
participating in the carnivals from 187 

different schools. The finalists for the Year 
3/4 carnival state finals were Linden Park 
PS (metro winners), Prince Alfred College 
(metro runners up), Maitland Lutheran 
School (regional winners), and St Joseph’s 
School - Clare (regional runners up). All 
four schools competed for the title during 
the Adelaide International with Linden 
Park PS winning the 2022 title.

To thank our key stakeholders, the team 
held the annual Teachers Recognition 
Function during the 2023 Adelaide 
International, which saw 125 attendees on 
the night. Key highlights were an interview 
with Torrens Valley Christian School who 
were the School of the Year at the Annual 
Tennis SA Awards Night, as well as a 
finalist at the Newcombe Medal Awards. 
In addition, we took this opportunity to 
thank our key stakeholders in ACHPER SA, 
SACPSSA, Flinders University, University 
of South Australia, and School Sport SA.

CLUB DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS 
AND REGIONAL OFFICERS 
Integral to the Tennis Development team 
are the Club Development Officers (CDO) 

and Regional Officers (RO). This team 
works collaboratively with our affiliated 
clubs and members to improve the 
delivery of tennis at grassroots level. 

The CDO/RO is the first point of 
call to assist the 316 affiliates and 40 
associations in growing participation, 
improving facilities, volunteer support, 
club/coach support, system support and 
much more.

Metropolitan clubs are serviced by 
the metro team of CDO’s, comprising of 
Adrian Dezen looking after 57 clubs and 
7 associations in Metro South, and Metro 
North with 59 clubs and 5 associations 
being looked after by Sarah Horgan (July-
April) and Jessica Gardner (May-June). 
The country team of RO’s comprises of 
Luke Taylor looking after 80 clubs and 11 
associations in the South East region, and 
Jessica Gardener servicing 84 clubs and 
18 associations in the North West.

The clubs team conducted 245 in 
person club visits throughout the year 
servicing tennis clubs and promoting 
tennis in their regions. A key focus area 
for the clubs team is to get clubs visible 
online via the national website play.
tennis.com.au, as well as digitally enabled 
with memberships, program and events 
using the Clubspark software. There 
are now 209 affiliated clubs using the 
membership module (previous year 164) 

and 170 clubs that have their website on 
Clubspark (previous year 139).

COURT HIRE 
Court hire capability at clubs and venues 
continues to be a big area focus for the 
Tennis Development team. At the end of 
2022-23 there were 48 venues offering 
digital court hire across South Australia 
(previous year 23). This is comprised of 
26 venues with hardware gate access 
solutions such as Book a Court (21) and 
Igloohome Lock (5), and 22 venues using 
Clubspark software only. This increase of 
venues with court hire functionality has 
resulted in a 24% rise in online bookings 
with a total of 8,056 bookings made, and 
an increase of 31% in court hire revenue 
of $45,479. These venues can be found 
on the national tennis website play.tennis.
com.au as a venue that anyone can go 
to, and in the matter of a few clicks, can 
easily book a court and play tennis. The 
bookable online solution provides these 
tennis venues with online visibility and 
promotes their venue as a place where 
people can be active playing tennis.

In March Tennis SA were successful 
in receiving funding of $137,500 across 
2 years for the ‘Click to Court’ project 
from the Office for Recreation Sport 
and Racing through their Active State 
Collaboration Program. This project will 
provide 75 tennis venues across South 

Australia with bookable online solutions, 
complete with Igloohome lock and Book 
a Court gate access solutions where 
applicable. Along with the Click to Court 
project partners Tennis Australia and 
the City of Playford, Tennis SA aims to 
significantly increase the accessibility 
for all South Australians to play tennis 
throughout the state by opening up 
tennis courts through digital access. 
This will allow the community to simply 
book a court at their nearest club with 
the click of a button. Having greater 
accessibility to tennis courts across the 
state will lead to more opportunities for 
children and adults to play in our local 
communities, leading to more healthy 
Active Lives. It also has the added 
benefit of reduced burden of volunteers 
and helping our clubs thrive, through 
bringing people together to build strong 
and connected communities.
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WOMEN AND GIRLS 
This is the second year where South 
Australia has had a staff member 
working specifically in the Women and 
Girls space, focusing on supporting 
women and girls in tennis from 
participation all the way through to 
Community Leadership. 19 Women 
across South Australia have commenced 
the second Women Leaders in Tennis 
Program, a four-month program 
that is designed to help build the 
leadership skills of women in our tennis 
community. 36 women attended a 
South Australian first, Women Leaders 
in Tennis networking event, held during 
the Adelaide International, aimed at 
providing a space for women across the 
state to connect and learn.

The Riverland Girls Project led by 
Amy Menzel commenced in November. 
This project aims to address the lack 
of teenage girls playing tennis in the 
Riverland. Two workshops with various 
stakeholders across the Riverland were 
held across November and January 
using the ‘Design Thinking Process’. 
These workshops highlighted what girls 
in this age group were wanting from a 
tennis program and in response to this, 

the “Tennis Your Way” program has 
been developed and will be piloted in 
the region in Term 3 2023.

#nolimits girls squads launched in 
term 2 with six squads across the state 
taking part. These squads are structured 
tennis sessions designed by Tennis 
Australia targeted at girls aged 10-14 
who are seeking a talent development 
program. 82 girls across the state took 
part in these squads.

INDIGENOUS 
Tennis SA were excited to continue the 
National Indigenous Tennis Carnival 
SA in 2023, however unfortunately the 
Playford school event was cancelled 
due to inclement weather. The SA event 
saw 50 participants take part in a range 
of tennis activities, delivered by Jason 
Todd our Indigenous State coach. There 
were also cultural activities available 
for the participants to learn more 
about indigenous culture. The success 
of the event saw Tennis SA select a 
team of nine Indigenous athletes to 
represent South Australia at the National 
Indigenous Tennis Carnival in Darwin.

Tennis SA were also successful in 
receiving $105,000 worth of funding 
through the Office of Recreation, Sport 

INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY 
REPORT 

and Racing. The funding will go towards 
creating a sustainable indigenous 
pathway in the form of programs and 
education in both Metro and Regional 
areas of South Australia. A big thank you 
to the City of Playford, Elizabeth North 

and Elizabeth Downs Primary school for 
being partners in the initial stages of the 
project.

BLIND AND LOW VISION 
Tennis SA was proud to be a part of 
the Blind Sports Camp running a day 
of Tennis at Somerton Park Tennis Club 
for students. Vision impaired athletes 
continued to attend weekly trainings at 
two locations in South Australia. The two 
training sessions are held at Somerton 
Park Tennis Club and Hope Valley Tennis 
Club. Tennis SA would like to thank 
Andrew Whisson, Nicholas Bradley 
and Josh Crowe for their dedication 
to increasing vision impaired tennis by 
developing these programs.

Tennis SA were also excited to 
host the Blind and Low Vision State 
Championships after not being able 
to deliver it the previous year due to 
COVID. The tournament saw over 20 
athletes compete last November, with 10 
of those being from South Australia.

These programs and tournament 
could not have been possible without 
the support of the South Australian 
School for Vision Impaired, who 
consequently were a finalist for Most 
Outstanding School at the Tennis SA 
Awards Night.

PLAYERS WITH AN 
INTELLECTUAL IMPAIRMENT 
Tennis SA offers several opportunities 
throughout the year to people with 
intellectual impairments (PWII) to be 

involved in tennis. Throughout the 
Adelaide International, four players with 
an intellectual impairment participated 
on Centre Court to showcase PWII 
Tennis.

Through funding received from 
the Movement Disorder Foundation, 
Tennis SA also delivered two Tennis 
Gala Days for students with intellectual 
impairments to come and experience 
tennis.

The fortnightly Talent Development 
Squad coached by Lance Everett has 
continued and the development of these 
players has led to them competing in 
both interstate and international PWII 
Events. Andriana Petrakis was selected 
to travel to France and represent 
Australia by competing in the Virtus 
Global Games. Lance Everett was also 
selected by Tennis Australia to travel 
with the team to France as an assistant 
coach.

Andriana Petrakis also took out most 
outstanding athlete with a disability at 
the 2022 Tennis SA awards, which is a 
credit to her and the dedication to her 
tennis.

The Peter Smith PWII Open was held 
in September where 28 players with 
an intellectual impairment competed 
across the weekend. This was the 
highest number of entries to date for 
this tournament. For the first time ever, 
there was an opportunity for South 
Australian wheelchair players to enter 

the tournament in a separate wheelchair 
tennis event. Four players competed in a 
round-robin style format for this event.

Two of these wheelchair players 
were also offered the opportunity to 
showcase their skills on centre court 
during the Adelaide International.

Tennis SA has also been recognizing 
players in the South Australian tennis 
community who have disabilities 
through posting individual profiles of 
them on social media throughout the 
year. Tennis SA want to raise the profile 
of these players as well as promote to 
other people living with a disability that 
tennis is a sport available for them to 
play. 

DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 
In August 2022 saw the very first Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing (DHOH) Gala Day 
take place at the Tennis SA Clay Courts, 
with 74 students from Reception to Year 
12. Lance Everett, our State Inclusion 
Coach, was in attendance and as always 
provided a fantastic experience to the 
students. Avenues College, Adelaide 
High School, Klemzig and Brighton 
Primary Schools were all involved on 
the day, all with positive feedback as a 
result. Moving into 2023, schools have 
now been provided the option to run 
programs in the lead up to the Gala Day, 
with plans for greater opportunities 
afterwards. 
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outside the SA coach summit. 
In January 2023, the SA Coach Summit 

was also held in conjunction with the 
Adelaide International tournament. 
Thirty six coaches attended and listened 
to modified ball expert Martin Rocca 
(ARG). The summit also included a 
presentation and Q&A session with Piotr 
Sierzputowski (POL). Piotr won WTA 
coach of the year in 2020, largely thanks 
to his work with world number 1 Iga 
Swiatek, he spoke in depth about life on 
the tour for young coaches. The summit 
concluded with networking on site which 
was also identified as being important 
to the coaches. Coaches were able to 
combine access to the newly built The 
Drive - Premier Suite to view centre court 
matches whilst also able to walk around 
the outside courts and watch world class 
tennis. 

The Adelaide International also played 
host to a Coach Connect Workshop. An 
initiative by the Women in Tennis team. 
The workshop gave women coaches a 
networking event whilst taking in the 
Adelaide International. Twenty four 
female coaches attended, giving them 
the opportunity to listen and participate 
in a great workshop environment led by 
Australia’s Billie Jean Cup coach, Nicole 
Pratt and author Emma Doyle. Coach 
Connect Workshops were also held 
throughout the year to support and grow 
the women’s coach community, with 11 
women coach members committing to 
Tennis Australia’s mentor program, mentor 
loop. 

The total number of coaches for the 
2022–23 year was 250, which includes 
141 males, 65 females and 44 regional 
coaches. 

Over the past 12 months, the Coach team 
instigated a number of coach projects. 
One of the first projects to be actioned 
was a team restructure, with the new 
role of Coach Relationship and Education 
Manger being created and Joel Kerley 
appointed to this role in January.

As part of the key coach projects the 
new role focused on the following actions:
•	 Increased stakeholder engagement 

with a focus on supporting coaches 
to increase sustainably and business 
growth

•	 Ensuring regional coaching courses 
are embedded in the Coach 
Education calendar

•	 A coach education calendar to suit 
market needs

•	 Increased networking opportunities 
for coaches for both formal and 
informal learning opportunities. 

Out of the coach review, coaches 
wanted more connection, engagement 
and a better relationship with tennis. As an 
action to this, the Coach Exchange project 
was created. Coach Exchanges are deep 
and meaningful conversations driven by 
coaches out in their environments. The 
exchange sessions include active listening, 
problem solving and follow up. Coach 
Exchanges started in January 2023 and 52 
have been conducted with coaches from 
across South Australia. Some of the key 
coach feedback has included:
•	 Formation of coach working groups
•	 Coach forum opportunities

•	 Increased collaboration with Tennis 
SA and the private sector.

These initiatives have helped in making 
the tennis industry a more professional 
and respected profession. Going forward, 
Coach Exchanges will become a key coach 
relationship tool with plans to connect 
with the entire SA coaching fraternity. 

As a shared project, energy has been 
invested in the coaches and clubs in the 
Riverland. The Riverland is the largest 
region for qualified coaches in South 
Australia and through a joint initiative 
between the coaches and Tennis SA 
a coach’s working group has been 
established to help grow the sport in 
the region. The coaches group meets 
monthly to discuss and collaborate on 

issues specific to the region. This has led 
to some positive outcomes in Professional 
Development, Foundation Cup, 
Training Opportunities and Tournament 
Scheduling. 

Over the past 12 months, 13 coach 
education courses have been delivered 
across Foundation, Community and Junior 
Development coaching levels. These 
courses have introduced another 66 
coaches into the South Australian tennis 
community. Women’s Foundation and 
Community Coaching courses have also 
been delivered by the Women in Tennis 
team. These courses included 17 new 
female coaches who experienced specific 
course structures and content designed to 
maximise women’s coaching experiences. 
Planning for the first regional Junior 
Development coaching course in Mount 
Gambier has also been a priority with 
the completion of the course expected in 
2024.

Workshops have continued to be a 
priority for the coach team. Thirteen 
workshops have been conducted across 
the state with participants given the 
opportunity to listen to global industry 
leaders. Workshops were well supported 
by the coaches throughout the year with 
over 200 participants reinforcing the 
belief that a coach is a lifelong learner.

A new initiative born out of coach 
exchanges is the networking possibilities 
of a forum discussion for coaches. The 
first forum was held between coaches and 
the Tournament and Competitions team 
which created our biggest attendance COACH DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
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PRO TOUR RANKINGS AND 
RESULTS
South Australia currently has five male 
and one female athlete competing with 
an ATP/WTA singles ranking. 
As of July 2023, South Australian ATP/
WTA rankings are as follows:

ATP
88 	 Thanasi Kokkinakis (73) *95
252	 Li Tu (279) *477
345	 Alex Bolt (416) *218
368	 Luke Saville (1034) *109
639 	 Edward Winter (1004) *348
1444	 Sean Van Rensburg
1768	 Lawrence Bataljin 

ITF Mens Rankings
684	 Sean Van Rensburg
771	 Lawrence Bataljin
1248 	 Edward Winter
1021	 Stefan Bianchet
1617 	 Callum Gale 

WTA
INJ	 Charlotte Kempenaers-Pocz 	
	 (NR)
319 	 Petra Hule *220
1326	 Madison Frahn *198 

ITF Womens Rankings
590	 Madison Frahn 	
603	 Petra Hule
1082	 Charlotte Kempenaers-Pocz 
1385	 Olivia Collins  

* indicates doubles rankings

Some outstanding results include: 

Petra Hule 
Top 10 National Collegiate Athletics 
Association finish with Florida State 
University
2023 Australian Open singles qualifying 
2023 Australian Open doubles (with 
Arina Rodionova) 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION 
ATHLETES 
BOYS
Lachlan Brain  
Callum Gale  
Edward Vo
Connor Gibson (Division 2) 

GIRLS
Jasmine Adams 
Chloe Schwarz 
Madison Schwarz
Georgia Plunkett (Division 2) 
Skye Vandeleur (Division 2)
Kate Brzostek (Division 2)

JUNIOR ITF WORLD TENNIS 
TOUR RANKINGS
ITF rankings as of July 2023

BOYS
181	 Hugh Winter
382	 Alexander Despoja 
455 	 Brendan Loh 
522	 Jonas Hahn 

HIGH PERFORMANCE REPORT

581 	 Henry Lamchinniah 
640 	 Christian Salmeron 
950	 Billy Williams
1751 	 Michael Smith (Inj) 
2361 	 Filip Fantasia 
2647	 Jeffrey Strydom 

GIRLS
666	 Kristina Tai 
689 	 Diana Badalyan 
714	 Elim Yan
1355	 Sarah Mildren 
1472	 Kalina Stefanov 
1544	 Caitlin Baker 
1566	 Olivia Collins 
1794	 Emily Briggs 

JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL 
RESULTS 
BOYS
Hugh Winter 
J100 Lousada - Winner
J100 Potchefstroom - Finalist
J100 Canberra - Finalist
J100 Potchefstroom - Doubles winner 
J100 Canberra - Doubles finalist 
Australian Open Juniors - First round 

Brendan Loh 
Austrlaian Open Juniors - Qualified 

GIRLS
Kristina Tai
J5 Adelaide - Finalist
J30 Darwin - Finalist
J30 Darwin - Doubles winner 
J60 Darwin - Doubles winner

J5 Adelaide #1 - Doubles finalist 
J5 Adelaide #2 - Doubles finalist
J4 Lautoka - Doubles finalist

Elim Yan 
Australian Open Juniors - Qualifying 

JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL 
REPRESENTATION 
World Junior Teams selection 
Jeffrey Strydom 

Overseas tours 
Diana Badalyan
Filip Fantasia

14/u Girls Doubles winners
Sarah Mildren and Kalina Stefanov 

2022 Australian Championships
14/u Girls Singles semifinalist 
Diana Badalyan 

14/u Boys Doubles finalist 
Ari Lewis Kelly and Jeffrey Strydom 

14/u Girls Doubles winners
Sarah Mildren and Kalina Stefanov

16/u Boys Singles finalist 
Brendan Loh 

Brendan Loh 
Sarah Mildren 
Hannah Park 
Jeffrey Strydom 
Hugh Winter
Elim Yan

JUNIOR NATIONAL RESULTS
2022 Australian Hardcourt 
Championships 
14/u Boys Singles semifinalist 
Jeffrey Strydom 

14/u Boys Doubles winners
Filip Fantasia (with Daniel Jovanovski) 
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16/u Boys Singles semifinalist 
Hugh Winter 

18/u Boys Singles semifinalist 
Alexander Despoja 

18/u Girls Singles finalist 
Elim Yan 

18/u Girls Doubles finalists 
Elim Yan (with Cassidy Mataia) 

2023 Australian Grasscourt 
Championships 
14/u Boys Singles semifinalist  
Filip Fantasia 

14/u Boys Doubles finalist  
Ari Lewis Kelly (with Raf Fulmanski) 

2023 Australian Claycourt 
Championships 
14/u Boys Singles finalist  
Filip Fantasia
 
2023 AUSTRALIAN TEAMS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
In 2023, the below teams were selected: 

11/u Girls - 5th place 
Nahla Salley, Licia Wang, Nexis 
Birmingham
Coach: Saskia Rice-Schaffeler 

11/u Boys - 8th place 
Luke Modra, Rehan Bandera, Tom 
Handbury
Coach: Sacha Vlamynck 

13/u Girls - 4th place 
Hannah Park, Amity Gabe, Ashlee Lessue 
Coach: Sandon Stolle 

13/u Boys - 7th place 
Kai Coghlan, Ashton Lim, Nikola Markulin
Coach: Shannon Cox 

15/u Girls - 5th place 
Diana Badalyan, Sukhi Venkatesh, Taylor 
Glennon 
Coach: Shannon Cox 

15/u Boys - 3rd place 
Filip Fantasia, Bryan Dickson, Gabriel 
Santos
Coach: Sandon Stolle

2021/22 JUNIOR AWARD 
PRESENTATIONS
12/u Girls Carter, Altman, Penfold Award  
Hannah Park 

12/u Boys Carter, Altman, Penfold Award  
Nikola Markulin 

14/u Girls Carter, Altman, Penfold Award  
Diana Badalyan

14/u Boys Carter, Altman, Penfold Award  
Jeffrey Strydom 

16/u Girls Carter, Altman, Penfold Award 
Kristina Tai 

16/u Boys Carter, Altman, Penfold Award  
Brendan Loh/Hugh Winter 

BRUCE AND PIZZEY CUPS 
South Australian teams finished in fifth 
place for both the Bruce Cup (October 
2022) and Pizzey Cup (May 2023).

Caitlin Baker was selected in the 18/u All 
Australian Merit Team

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
SQUADS (NDS) - SA 
Over the past 12 months the NDS has 
had squad touchpoints with over 120 
athletes in the state, along with Super 
10s program seeing approx. 200 
athletes. 

We continue to build for the future and 
improving the pathways in the state to 
help further develop aspiring athletes.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA HIGH 
PERFORMANCE TEAM 
SANDON STOLLE 
Tennis Australia National Development 
Squad Coach SA

SACHA VLAMYNCK
Tennis Australia Talent Operations 
Manager SA

SHANNON COX
Assistant Talent Operations Coach SA

ANDREW FURNER 
Physical Performance Coach 
 
JIM CHAOUSIS AND  
DOMENIC MARAFIOTE 
11/u and 13/u Boys SA Zone Coaches

SHARON HAMBLY AND  
SASKIA RICE-SCHAFFELER 
11/u and 13/u Girls SA Zone Coaches 

SCOTT SMITH 
Physiotherapist

DR LIZ CLISBY 
Sports Doctor

JOEL KERLEY 
Coach Development Manager

EMILY HARTLEY 
Nutritionist Consultant

EMMA MATTEY 
Sports Psychology Consultant

South Australia was represented in 
seven out of a possible 13 categories at 
the Newcombe Medal, Australian Tennis 
Awards held at the Palladium at Crown 
on Monday 12 December. 

David Grainger from Henley South 
Tennis Club was a finalist for the 
Coaching Excellence Club award, and 
after winning the Coaching Excellence 
Club award in 2021, while Domenic 
Marafiote was a finalist for the Coaching 

Excellence Development award.
Robyn Tucker was a finalist for the 

Excellence in Officiating award for the 
second time, while Ian Delbridge was in 
the running for the Most Outstanding 
30+ Tennis Senior.

Edward Winter was a finalist for 
the Junior Athlete of the Year – Male 
category for the second year, with 
Torrens Valley Christian School vying 
for the Most Outstanding School award 

and Port Lincoln’s Julie Polkinghorne a 
finalist for the Volunteer Achievement 
Award. 

South Australia claimed a record 
breaking four awards with David 
Grainger, Julie Polkinghorne, Edward 
Winter and Robyn Tucker each 
recognised for their commitment and 
dedication to tennis in South Australia.

NEWCOMBE MEDAL 
AUSTRALIAN TENNIS AWARDSS
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Most Outstanding Club-based 
Competition 
McLaren Vale Tennis Club 

Most Outstanding Tournament
Seacliff Tennis Club

Most Outstanding Council or 
Government Department 
City of Playford   

Most Outstanding Inclusion Program
South Australian Blind and Low Vision 
Tennis Program 

Most Outstanding School
Torrens Valley Christian School 

Excellence in Officiating
Casey Jackson 

Most Outstanding Athlete with a 
Disability 
Andriana Petrakis 

Most Outstanding 30+ Tennis Senior 
Martin Richards

Coaching Excellence - Rural 
Sam Clayson 

Coaching Excellence - Club 
Helen Rice

Coaching Excellence - Development 
Domenic Marafiote 

Volunteer Achievement Award - Rural 
Heidi Heemskerk

Volunteer Achievement Award - City/
Hills
Kimberly Absalom 

Most Outstanding Tennis Club - Rural
Renmark Tintra Lawn Tennis Club  

Most Outstanding Tennis Club - City/Hills
Golden Grove Tennis Club 

The Tennis SA Gala Dinner was held on 
Centre Court at The Drive on Saturday 29 
April 2022 with a record number of 430 
people in attendance. 

The one-off, special event signified 
the official opening of The Drive and 
celebrated the achievements of the South 
Australian tennis community over the past 
12 months.

The full list of award winners is as follows: 

South Australian Legends Club 
The late Dr Helen Amos

Burr Medal (best and fairest male tennis 
player)
Thanasi Kokkinakis 

Boyce Medal (best and fairest female 
tennis player) 
Petra Hule

Don Turnbull Memorial Trophy (best male 
18-and-under tennis player)
Alexander Despoja 
Henry Lamchinniah 

Gwen Thiele Memorial Trophy (best 
female 18-and-under tennis player) 
Elim Yan 

State League Premiers   
Men
Peake Gardens Riverside Tennis Club 
Women
Glenlea Tennis Club 

Metro League Premiers  
Men 
Division 1: Warradale Park Tennis Club  
Division 2: Reade Park Lawn Tennis Club
Division 3: West Lakes Tennis Club
Division 4: Stirling Tennis Club 
Women
Division 1: Memorial Drive Tennis Club 
Division 2: Glenlea Tennis Club 

Metro League Strike Rate Awards 
Men 
Division 1: Nick Watts (Warradale Park 
Tennis Club)  
Division 2: Bradley Pratt (Seaside Tennis 
Club) 
Division 3: Sam Von Einem (Henley South 
Tennis Club) 
Division 4: Blake Sanders (Athelstone 
Tennis Club) 
Women
Division 1: Melissa Beadman (Memorial 
Drive Tennis Club)  
Division 2: Eliza Gauvin (Glenlea Tennis 
Club) 

TENNIS SA GALA DINNER   

State League Players of the Year  
Men
Ashwin Vijayaragavan (Tea Tree Gully 
Tennis Club)
Women
Elim Yan (Seacliff Tennis Club) 

State League Fair Play Awards 
Men
Andrew Tavella (Trinity Gardens Tennis 
Club) 
Women 
Ainsley Fairhead (Peake Gardens Riverside 
Tennis Club) 
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6789
+18%

989 
-0.7%

2299
+18%

509
+10%

TENNIS SA 
Major media events and topics have 
included: 
•	 Tennis SA State League All Stars
•	 State Foundation Cup 
•	 Memorial Drive redevelopment  
•	 Tennis SA Gala Dinner
•	 Tennis SA State League grand finals 
•	 Junior Presentation Night and Junior 

State League grand finals 
Coverage highlights included: 
•	 Analyisis of the State Foundation Cup 

found 94 media items across regional 
South Australia with an audience of 
192,500. The total advertising value 
for the coverage was estimated at 
$24,596. 

•	 Analysis of the Tennis SA Gala 
Dinner found 61 media items with 
an audience of 618,178. The total 

advertising value for the coverage 
was estimated at $61,014. 

ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL
In person appearances returned in 2023 
following a COVID-induced hiatus. Players 
took part in 27 media conferences, 
50 player appearances, 52 colour 
opportunities and a cooking show.
Highlights included: 
•	 Champions photo shoots on the 

banks of the River Torrens 
•	 Cooking with Danielle Collins at 

Sprout Cooking School and Health 
Studio 

•	 Roberto Bautista-Agut visiting 
Adelaide Zoo 

•	 Storm Hunter, Ellen Perez and Kristina 
Pliskova visiting RoofClimb Adelaide 
Oval 

•	 Wesley Koolhof and Neil Skupski 

MEDIA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
REPORT   

meeting koalas and kangaroos at 
Cleland Wildlife Park 

•	 Marta Kostyuk and Zheng Qinwen 
going strawberry picking at 
Beerenberg Family Farm 

•	 Jack Draper and Neil Skupski meeting 
the cast of Hairspray the Musical

In total, 86 media representatives 
including 70 local and 16 international 
media provided detailed coverage of the 
Adelaide International.

An analysis of coverage for the 
Adelaide International found 3,286 unique 
media items (14,283 syndications) with 
an audience of 288,159,816. The total 
advertising value for the coverage was 
estimated at $15,154,274. 

4
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MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS REPORT  

The second year of our new 
strategic plan saw more initiatives in 
the marketing, communications and 
partnerships calendar, and a great year 
of growth for all our social and digital 
channels. 

Throughout the 2022-2023 year 
the Tennis SA social channels grew by 
300+ followers on both Facebook and 
Instagram, these two platforms being 
the main channels where our content 
is being delivered. We produced six 
content campaigns throughout the year 
including, Play on Clay in May, NAIDOC 
Week, Pride Month, International 
Women’s Day, National Volunteer 
Week and National Reconciliation 
Week. We also ensured we supported 
our competitive pathways and Tennis 
Development initiatives to ensure South 
Australians are informed on all things 
tennis in the state.

Our focus on grassroots and 
supporting our clubs to build their 
own channels has stepped up again in 
this financial year. At a local level, we 
delivered 11 local area marketing plans 
for our clubs to assist them with their 
social media presence and helping 
them to define and reach their goals. 
In addition, we have created 300+ 
Canva assets during this period, these 
are delivered through our social media 
channels to advertise tournaments 
and registrations, coaching and club 
flyers, local area marketing plans used 
to provide examples for clubs, School 
Carnival and Tennis Hot Shots flyers. 

One of our proudest moments for 
the year was the delivery of the Tennis 
SA Gala Dinner, the official opening of 
The Drive held on Centre Court. The 
event saw over 430 people experience 
the magic under the roof, celebrating 
our amazing tennis community and the 

redevelopment of The Drive cementing 
the future of tennis for generations 
to come. We were also thrilled to 
welcome two major sponsors in Cox 
and Eventwise, plus seven category 
sponsors in Seeley International, 
AECOM, Pernix, Tripodi Kitchen Designs, 
Inline Bathrooms, Heysil and Keen Office 
Furniture.

We were also excited to deliver the 
State League Grand Finals and Junior 
State League Grand Finals and Awards 
at The Drive. Welcoming back our 
state’s top competitive players to the 
venue was a highlight for the business, 
and a huge success. Profiling our top 
players is a key strategic initiative, and 
the second instalment of the Tennis SA 
State League All Stars saw the profile 
lift again in our reginal areas, this year 
in the Riverland. Securing sponsorship 
from the Renmark Council and Riverland 
Tennis Association allowed us to deliver 
another successful event, allowing the 
community to watch some top tier 
tennis, and our State League All Stars to 
experience engagement in the regional 
community. Our team also played 
integral roles in delivering the Winter 
Pennant presentations, State Foundation 
Cup, Playford Tennis International, and 
National Indigenous Tennis Carnivals. 
These events are a key priority across 
our entire team to ensure we are 
promoting, delivering, and growing the 
game of tennis in our state. 

The Adelaide International saw two 
back-to-back weeks of tennis back at 
The Drive, and a calibre of players like 
never before. Our marketing initiatives 
focused heavily on digital and a 
conversion strategy, leveraging on the 
great talent hitting Adelaide to build 
the strongest week one sales to date. 
The Neilsen survey reported a customer 
satisfaction of 8.8 which is extremely 
strong, with the most recall from our 
marketing efforts coming from TV and 
socials. Our socials saw a huge growth, 
with a combined increase of over 
9,800 new followers to our Facebook 
and Instagram pages during the event 

period. Some new key focuses around 
inclusion and diversity and community 
engagement saw the first ever Pride Day 
and Night, with Hans as the headline 
supporter, and an epic Tennisfest, with 
33 events across two weeks with more 
than 3,000 participants.

Finally, the completion of the 
redevelopment allowed our team 
to branch out to deliver an exciting 
new brand for the venue – The Drive. 
Working with KPWX, we undertook 
a major brand project, engaging 

stakeholders across tennis to deliver a 
new name, new logo and new look for 
tennis’ home in SA. We also engaged 
KWPX to roll out our first major 
marketing campaign with the intention 
to position The Drive as a premier 
new venue in Adelaide. This campaign 
saw us successfully deliver ads across 
display (News Corp websites), YouTube, 
social (Facebook and Instagram) and 
search (Google Ads) over a three-month 
period. During this period, The Drive 
complemented this paid campaign with 

organic socials to our owned channels 
to extend our reach and further grow 
our audience. 

The Tennis SA website had 80,972 
users which totalled 330,366 pageviews. 
During this period, our website saw 
27,055 (28.7%) of users return to our 
website, with increased engagement 
from the previous year with 63,188+ 
(71.3%) new users. The most popular 
way our users found us was by organic 
search with 48,299 (61.7%) followed by 
social media with 14,288 (18.26%) users.

4
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Fresh from a $48m redevelopment, The 
Drive is back with a new story to tell. 

$44 million in funding for stage two 
of the Memorial Drive Centre Court 
redevelopment was announced as part 
of the Government of South Australia's 
budget in November 2020. 

From February 2021 to April 2023, the 
$48 million redevelopment has seen the 
demolition of the North Stand and the 
construction of new Northern and Eastern 
facilities. 

Construction commenced in mid-2021 
with the venue taken out of construction 
mode for a month to accommodate the 
2022 Adelaide International. Construction 
recommenced late in January 2022 and 
was completed in time for the Adelaide 
International in 2023. 

The 2022-23 financial year saw The 
Drive officially open for business, across 
tennis, events and functions, allowing 
South Australians to enjoy the new 
facilities. Our team has been privileged 
to start to promote and sell The Drive as 
Adelaide’s only open-aired, undercover 
music, sporting, events, and function 
venue, where unforgettable experiences 
are born and cherished.

We were delighted to embark upon 
a partnership with Adelaide Venue 
Management, who have come on board 
as our presenting partner for concerts 

and functions at The Drive. Adelaide 
Venue Management (AVM) is South 
Australia’s leading provider of venue 
management services. It is responsible 
for operating three of Adelaide’s most 
iconic venues: Adelaide Convention 
Centre, Adelaide Entertainment Centre, 
and Coopers Stadium, in addition to 
AVMCatering, the corporation’s outside 
catering arm. And now, we have the 
experienced team at AVM as our 
presenting partner ensuring the success 
of The Drive for more than just tennis.

Fully operational after the 2023 
Adelaide International, in just 6 months 
The Drive saw over 15 functions and 
events in our 

Our team was proud to officially open 
The Drive with the first ever function 
on centre court, our Tennis SA Gala 
Dinner held on Saturday 29 April. Tennis 
SA President Kent Thiele and Tennis 
SA CEO Debbie Sterrey were joined by 
the Honourable Peter Malinauskas MP, 
Premier of South Australia and the 
South Australian Minister for Recreation, 
Sport and Racing, the Honourable Katrine 
Hildyard MP for the one-off, very special 
event to officially open the stage two 
redevelopment of The Drive, as well as 
celebrate the achievements of the South 
Australian tennis community over the 
past 12 months. We were thrilled with 

THE DRIVE REPORT

the success of the event and hope that it 
was a memorable experience for all who 
attended.

We were also excited to announce our 
multi-year partnership with Ticketmaster 
Australia to ticket content for The Drive. 
Under the agreement, Ticketmaster 
will provide ticketing services on an 
exclusive basis for all publicly ticketed 
events scheduled at The Drive, which 
now has an expanded capacity to 
accommodate up to 7,000 attendees. 
From a seamless ticket purchase process 
to ensuring frictionless entry into 
The Drive and leveraging innovative 
marketing tools, both teams will benefit 
from Ticketmaster’s market-leading 
technology that will support bringing 
crowds to the newly refurbished venue.

Finally, we delivered a comprehensive 
marketing campaign to start to build 
awareness of the new enhanced 
offerings at The Drive, and build our 
social and eDM channels. The campaign 
ran across digital (display and searc), 
YouTube and socials, complimented 
by our organic marketing and eDM 
strategies.

331 798 89

4
6
 47 



A NEW-LOOK SUMMER IN 2020

The Adelaide International for 2023 
saw two major events ascend on The 
Drive in the lead in to the Australian 
Open. Tournament one was hosted from 
1 to 8 January and featured a WTA 500 
and ATP 250 combined tournament, 
followed by the second Adelaide 
International event, a WTA 500 and ATP 
250 tournament from 9 to 14 January. 
Players arrived in Adelaide from early 
December to train and prepare, meaning 
the site was a buzz from much earlier 
this year.

The Drive, freshly completed from the 
redevelopment, delivered spectacular 
world class tennis for 79,303 patrons. 
Week one saw Aryna Sabalenka 
(WTA) and Novak Djokovic (ATP) take 
titles, proving the perfect run in to the 
Australian Open which both lifting the 
titles in Melbourne. Week two provided 
a fairy tale ending with lucky loser 

Soonwoo Kwon (ATP) taking out the 
men’s title, and Olympic gold medallist 
Belinda Bencic claiming the women’s. 

The events in early January hosted 
saw 260 matches played including 
qualifiers across two weeks. There were 
240 ball kids recruited to be involved 
over the two weeks of match play 
and the event hosted 16 of the top 20 
women in the world and five of the top 
10 men.

The 2023 events were broadcast 
around the world and the players and 
fans certainly appreciated the continuity 
of Adelaide hosting global tennis events 
over the last couple of years. The 
tournament attracted a total audience 
of 14.5m from 3,666 hours of coverage 
across TV and Digital Streaming

For Linear TV, the event attracted an 
audience of 9.5m across 2,990 hours of 
coverage.

For Digital Streaming, the event 
attracted an audience of 5.1m across 676 
hours of coverage.

The largest market by TV audience 
was Romania, with 1.3 million viewers 
from 152 hours of coverage across the 
Digisport network. 

The Adelaide International saw the 
use of 7,400 towels by the players and 
the competition of 924 bags of laundry. 
There was 24,480 bottles of water and 
2,984 bottles of Gatorade consumed. 
Plus 2,300 racquets were strung as well 
as 22 local hitting partners engaged for 
the event.

Once again, the Adelaide International 
was more than a tennis tournament. 
The Adelaide International TennisFest 
delivered 33 events across two weeks 
with more than 3,000 participants. 
More than 200 junior and senior players 
from around regional SA played in 

the Country Carnival after a two year 
absence due to COVID. The annual 
Racquets and Strings program delivered 
16 different performers across 14 days, 
including the return of Hans to the stage 
as part of the first Pride Day/Night 
experience. Pride Night featuring Hans 
the German was an event first as part of 
the entertainment program.

It is also a great way of kick starting 

ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL 
REPORT

the tennis season, bringing together 
some of the world’s top tennis players 
for international event that is able 
to showcase live tennis in Adelaide. 
Our patron research was again really 
strong with our customer satisfaction 
rating stayed strong at 8.8 which is 
significantly higher than 2020 showing 
great growth in atmosphere and 
experience. the net promoter scorer 

(likelihood to recommend the event) 
was also really strong at 71 (versus 43 
in 2020). It is pleasing to also see that 
almost 50% likely to play tennis/play 
more tennis as a result of attending the 
Adelaide International. 

4
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ABOUT US 

TENNIS SA BOARD 
Kent Thiele, President
Philip Roberts, Vice President
Liz Campbell, Board 
Julie Day, Board  
William Colville (Col) Lawson, Board
Joanna Dall Lydeamore, Board 
Natalie Morley, Board 
Kerry Morrow, Board 
Brandon Oster, Board 
Gary Stratford, Board 

LIFE MEMBERS
CURRENT | TENNIS SA  
LIFE MEMBERS	
Ron Green, TSA
Patricia Semmens, TSA
Neville Guthberlet, TSA
Chris Altman, TSA
Neville Messenger, TSA

Kent Thiele, TSA
Peter Smith, TSA
 
CURRENT | SAHCTL  
LIFE MEMBERS	
Angus Thomson, SAHCTL 
		
CURRENT | SATA  
LIFE MEMBERS	
Lin Shaw, SATA
		
DECEASED LIFE MEMBERS	
Pat McClean, SAHCTL 
David Plunkett, SAHCTL
Ron	 Tucker, SATA
Laurie Yard, SAHCTL
Bill Cossey, TSA
Tom	 Gray, SATA
Dennis Dall, TSA
Les Tapp, SAHCTL/SATA

Bill Carlier, SATA
Lloyd Heylen, SATA
Jim Riordan, SATA
Mr RE Dorling, SAHCTL
Mr WLB Freeman, SAHCTL
Mr KL Litchfield, SAHCTL
Mr NH Pope, SAHCTL
Mr DF Robinson, SAHCTL
Mr AE Rose, SAHCTL
Mr GE Whitehead, SAHCTL
Mr GB Addison, SATA 
Mr GR Battye, SATA 
Mr K Berriman, SATA 
Mr LJ Bills, SATA 
Mr MA Boyce, SATA 
Mr FC Bromley, SATA 
Mr RD Burr, SATA 
Sir DRW Cowan, SATA 
Mr WLB Freeman, SATA 
Mr O Gellert, SATA 

Mr MJ Groth, SATA 
Mr RB Hone, SATA 
Mr EFW Hunwick, SATA 
Mr TJM Linn, SATA 
Mr B Love, SATA 
Mr WN McPherson, SATA 
Mr JDC Nelson, SATA 
Mr FE Piper, SATA 
Mr AE Rose, SATA 
Mr AE Specht, SATA 
Mr AR Thiele, SATA 
Mr GJ Thiele, SATA 

COMMITTEES  
KEN MCGREGOR FUND
Rick Baldock (Chairperson) 
Chris Altman 
Nicki Barnett
Melinda Harper 
Ann Marie Lush 
Bianca Marron 
Scott McGregor
Philip Roberts
Peter Smith
Debbie Sterrey
Sandon Stolle 
Tammie Wightman 

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
COMMITTEE	
Kent Thiele (Chairperson) 
Dr Alice Clark 
Luke Doughty 
Neville Guthberlet
Courtney Jonson
Shane Leathem 
Joanna Lydeamore 
Kerry Morrow
Johnny Phanratry
Andrew Whisson
Tammie Wightman 

RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN 
WORKING GROUP 	
Kent Thiele (Chairperson) 
Leann Bonner
Luke Doughty 
Breanna Hassam
Jayden Kemp 
Anzac Leidig 
Warren McInnes
Kerry Morrow 
Jason Todd
Tammie Wightman 

AFFILIATION WORKING GROUP 	
Julie Day 
Neville Messenger
James Pick  
Gary Stratford  
Tammie Wightman 

STATE LEAGUE ADVISORY GROUP 	
Mike Daws (Chairperson) 
Kimberley Absalom 
Paul Baccanello
Sharon Hambly
Vittoria Peresano
	
WINTER PENNANT ADVISORY GROUP 
Mike Daws (Chairperson) 

JUNIOR STATE LEAGUE WORKING 
GROUP 
Elaine Caldana 
Malcolm House 
Barb Le Cornu 
Neville Messenger
Anne Morgan 
Brandon Oster 
Jeff Ramm 
Bill Walter
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TOURNAMENTS AND  
COMPETITIONS TEAM  
Dylan Hicks  
Head of Tournaments, Competitions  
and Officiating 

Luke Doughty 
Tournaments and Competitions Manager 
South West (until April 2023) 

Emily Smith  
Tournaments and Competitions Manager 
South West (finished November 2022) 

Darren Sahb  
Officiating Development  
and Policy Education Coordinator

Stephen Dawson  
Competitions Coordinator  
(until May 2023) 
Tournaments and Competitions Manager 
South West (from May 2023) 

Amanda Zwiebel  
Tournaments and Competitions Manager 
North East (started April 2023) 

Jacinta O'Loughin  
Tournaments and Competitions Trainee 
South West 

Mitchell Reilly  
Tournaments and Competitions Trainee 
Regional 
 
COACH DEVELOPMENT TEAM  
Warren Foote 
Coach Development Manager  
(finished October 2022) 

Joel Kerley  
Coach Relationship and Education 
Manager (started January 2023)  
 
MARKETING AND  
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM  
Bianca Marron  
Head of Marketing, Communications and 
Partnerships 

Breanna Hassam 
Communications and Public Relations 
Lead 

Stav Mylonopoulos  
Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator (until September 2022)  
Marketing and Sales Lead  
(from September 2022) 

Andrew Fitzgerald  
Business Development Manager 

Daniella Cannavo 
Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator (started September 2022)  
 

TENNIS DEVELOPMENT TEAM  
Matthew Fitzgerald  
Head of Tennis Development and Venues  
(until January 2023)

James Pick  
Regional Tennis Manager  
(until February 2023)  
Head of Tennis Development  
(from February 2023) 

Adrian Dezen  
Club Development Officer – Metro South 

Sarah Horgan  
Club Development Officer and Facilities - 
Metro North (until February 2023)  
Regional Tennis Manager  
(from February 2023) 

Hayley Allen  
Regional Officer – South  
(Maternity leave from April 2022) 

Luke Taylor  
Regional Officer – South East

Jess Gardner 
Regional Officer - North West 

Shane Leathem  
Schools and Pathways Manager  
(finished January 2023) 

Luke Doughty  
Schools and Pathways Manager  
(from April 2023) 

Corey Tugwell  
School Development Coordinator 

Jack Crispin  
School Development Coordinator 

Amy Sneath  
Women and Girls/Program Pathway 
Coordinator

Tammie Wightman  
Business Support Officer  
 
VENUES AND OPERATIONS TEAM  
Matthew Fitzgerald  
Head of Operations and Venues  
(from January 2023) 

Caitlin Magill  
Operations Lead (maternity leave from 
May 2022, finished May 2023) 

Ben Jones  
Operations Lead  
(finished December 2022) 

Hayley Allen  
Venues Lead (from April 2023) 

Tom Collins 
Reception and Operations Officer  
(from November 2022) 

 

TENNIS SA PARTNERS AND 
SUPPORTERS

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK OUR EVENT SPONSORS 

Tennis SA State League All Stars 

Tennis SA Gala Dinner 
 

Major Partners

METRO LEAGUE	
Roger Davey 
Anne Langman 
Neville Messenger
Anne Morgan
Brandon Oster
Gary Stratford 
Darren Wunderer

SOUTHERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION SENIOR COMMITTEE
Anne Morgan 
Andrew Olds 
Vittoria Peresano 
Alan Ryle
Tim Vogt 

SOUTHERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION JUNIOR COMMITTEE
Anne Morgan 
Andrew Olds 
Damien Page 
Nicola Rutherford 
Tim Vogt

EASTERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION/NORTH EAST TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION COMBINED ADVISORY 
GROUP
Brandon Oster 
Gary Stratford
Jason Todd 
Simon Turner

EASTERN DISTRICTS TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION JUNIOR COMPETITIONS 
ADVISORY GROUP 
Barb Le Cornu 
Gary Stratford

NORTH EAST TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
JUNIOR COMMITTEE 
Joyce Buchan  
Paul Crisanti  
Brandon Oster 
Jason Todd

TENNIS SA TEAM 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
Debbie Sterrey 

Rennaha Cavallaro  
Executive Assistant  
(finished December 2022) 

Paula Harrington  
Executive Assistant (started March 2023) 
 
ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL TEAM 
Alistair MacDonald  
Tournament Director  
(finished January 2023) 

INLINE BATHROOMS
Bathrooms Ti l i ng Renovat ions

Category Partners
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MEMBER CLUBS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS  

TOTAL AFFILIATES – 316

ASSOCIATIONS – 40

Barossa & Light TA
Broughton TA
Burra and Districts TA 
Eastern Districts TA
Gawler and Districts TA
Glenelg Districts TA
Great Southern TA
Hills TA
Julia Light TA
Kangaroo Island TA
Le Hunte TA
Lower Murray Hardcourt TA
Metro Lawn TA
Mid North TA
Mid Yorke Peninsula Junior TA
Mid Yorke Peninsula TA
Mount Gambier and Districts 

TA
Murray Bridge Lawn TA
North East TA
Northern Areas TA
Northern Yorke Peninsula 

Junior TA
Northern Yorke Peninsula TA
Onkaparinga TA
Port Augusta TA
Port Lincoln TA
Port Neill TA
Port Pirie and Districts TA
Riverland Lawn TA
Saturday AM Men’s Lawn TA
Southern Districts TA
Southern Flinders TA
Southern Ports TA
Southern Yorke Peninsula TA
Streaky Bay/Wirrulla TA
Tatiara TA
Tennis Seniors
Torrens Valley TA
Western Districts TA
Whyalla TA
Women’s Mid-Week 

Grasscourts Association

SPORTING  
COMPLEXES – 19
Adelaide University Tennis 

Club
Grange Lawn Tennis Club

Hectorville Sports and 
Community Club

Kensington Gardens Lawn 
Tennis Club

Lobethal Tennis Club
Lutheran Tennis Club
Naracoorte Tennis Club
Piccadilly Tennis Club
Riverton Lawn Tennis Club
Seymour Old Collegians
St Peters Tennis Club
St Stephens Lutheran Tennis 

Club
Sturt Lawn Tennis Club
Tranmere Bowling and Tennis 

Club
Uni SA Tennis
West Beach Tennis Centre (inc 

Xavier Lawn Tennis Clubs)
West Lakes Tennis Club
Western Youth Centre Tennis 

Club
Xavier Lawn Tennis Club 

SCHOOLS – 4
Heathfield High School 
Mercedes College
Trinity College (Gawler River)
Walford School

CLUBS – 253
Aldgate Sports and 

Recreation Club
Allendale East Tennis Club
American River Tennis Club
Angas Valley Tennis Club
Angaston Tennis Club
Ardrossan Tennis Club
Arthurton Tennis Club
Ascot Park-Vermont Tennis 

Club
Athelstone Tennis Club
Auburn Tennis Club
Back Valley Tennis Club
Balaklava Tennis Club
Barmera Tennis Club
Beaumont Tennis Club
Bellevue Heights Tennis Club
Berri Tennis Club
Birdwood Tennis Club
Blackwood Tennis Club
Blair Athol Racquet Sports 

Hub (One Culture Ltd) 
Blyth Tennis Club
Booborowie Tennis Club
Booleroo Centre Tennis Club
Borrika Tennis Club 
Brady Creek Tennis Club
Brighton Tennis Club
Brinkley Tennis Club
Broadview Tennis Club
Bundaleer Tennis Club
Burnside Tennis Club
Burra Tennis Club
Campbelltown Tennis Club
Centrals Tennis Club
Charleston Tennis Club
Clare Tennis Club
Clarendon Tennis Club
Clearview Tennis Club
Cobdogla Tennis Club
Collingrove Tennis Club
Colonel Light West Tennis 

Club
Coobowie Tennis Club
Coromandel Valley Tennis 

Club
Crafers Tennis Club
Crystal Brook Tennis Club
Cudlee Creek Tennis Club
Cunliffe Tennis Club
Curramulka Tennis Club
Dalkey Tennis Club
Denman Tennis Club
Dover Square Tennis Club
East Adelaide Payneham 

Tennis Club
East Torrens Kensington 

Gardens Tennis Club
Echunga Tennis Club
Edithburgh Tennis Club 
Enfield Tennis Club
Eudunda Tennis Club
Flagstaff Hill Tennis Club
Flinders Park Tennis Club
Freeling Tennis Club
Georgetown Memorial Tennis 

Club
Gladstone Tennis Club
Glencoe Tennis Club
Glenlea Tennis Club
Glenunga Tennis Club
Golden Grove Tennis Club
Goolwa Tennis Club

Greenacres Tennis Club
Gumeracha Tennis Club
Hahndorf Tennis Club
Hallett Cove Beach Tennis 

Club
Hallett Tennis Club
Hamilton Tennis Club
Happy Valley Tennis Club
Harrogate Tennis Club
Hawker Tennis Club
Helmsdale Tennis Club
Henley South Tennis Club
Hilltown Tennis Club
Holdfast Tennis Club
Holmesdale Tennis Club
Hope Valley Tennis Club
Hope Ward Tennis Club
Inman Valley Tennis Club
Ironbank Cherry Gardens 

Tennis Club
Jamestown Lawn Tennis Club
Jervois Tennis Club
John Wesley Tennis Club
Kadina Tennis Club
Kangarilla Tennis Club
Kapunda Tennis Club
Karoonda Districts Tennis 

Club
Keith Tennis Club
Kersbrook Tennis Club
Kesmond Tennis Club
Kingscote Tennis Club
Kingston Tennis Club
Kingswood Tennis Club
Koolunga Tennis Club
Koongawa Tennis Club
Kyancutta Tennis Club
Lameroo Lawn Tennis Club
Langhorne Creek Tennis Club
Laura Tennis Club
Littlehampton Tennis Club
Lochiel Tennis Club
Lockleys Tennis Club
Long Plains Tennis Club
Loxton Tennis Club
Lucindale Tennis Club
Lyndoch Tennis Club
Macclesfield Tennis Club
Maitland Tennis Club
Mallala Tennis Club
Mangalo Imperial Tennis Club
Mannum Tennis Club

Marananga Tennis Club
Marion Tennis Club
Marrabel Tennis Club
McLaren Flat Tennis Club
McLaren Vale Tennis Club
Melrose Tennis Club
Memorial Drive Tennis Club 

(Next Gen Health Club)
Mil Lel Tennis Club
Millicent and Districts Tennis 

Club
Millswood Lawn Tennis Club
Minlaton Tennis Club
Mintaro Tennis Club
Mitchell Park Tennis Club 
Modbury Tennis Club
Moonta Tennis Club
Moorak Tennis Club
Moorook Tennis Club
Morphett Vale Tennis Club
Morphettville Park Tennis Club
Mount Barker Tennis Club
Mount Compass Tennis Club
Mount Gambier Tennis Club
Mount Pleasant Tennis Club
Mount Schank Tennis Club
Mount Torrens Bombers 

Tennis Club
Mundoora Tennis Club
Mylor Tennis Club
Mypolonga Tennis Club
Myponga-Sellicks Tennis Club
Nairne Tennis Club
Napperby Tennis and 

Community Club
Netherby Tennis Club
Noarlunga Tennis Club
Normanville Tennis Club

Norwood Tennis Club
Nuriootpa Tennis Club
O’Halloran Hill Tennis Club
One Tree Hill Tennis Club
Onkaparinga Tennis Club
Orroroo Tennis Club
Owen Tennis Club
Para Hills Tennis Club
Parndana Tennis Club
Peake Gardens- Riverside 

Tennis Club
Pekina Tennis Club 
Penola Tennis Club
Peterborough Tennis Club
Piednippie Tennis Club
Pine Point Tennis Club
Pinnaroo Tennis Club
Playford Tennis Centre
Point Pass Tennis Club
Pooraka Tennis Club
Port Adelaide Tennis Club
Port Broughton Tennis Club
Port Elliot Tennis Club
Port Germein Tennis Club
Port Neill Tennis Club
Port Noarlunga Tennis Club
Pride Tennis Adelaide Inc
Prospect Tennis Club
Railway Pennant Tennis Club 

(PPDTA)
Reade Park Lawn Tennis Club
Redhill Tennis Club
Reidy Park Tennis Club
Renmark-Tintra Tennis Club
Reynella Tennis Club
Risdon Uniting (PPDTA)
Robe Tennis Club
Robertstown Tennis Club

Roseworthy Tennis Club
Rostrevor Tennis Club
Saddleworth Tennis Club
Salisbury Tennis Club
Sandilands Tennis Club
Seacliff Tennis Club
Seaside Tennis Club
Snowtown Tennis Club
Somerton Park Tennis Club
South Gawler Tennis Club
Southbank Tennis Club
Spalding Tennis Club
Springton Tennis Club
Stansbury Tennis Club 
St Marks Tennis Club
Stirling North Tennis Club
Stirling Tennis Club
Stokes Bay Tennis Club
Strathalbyn Tennis Club
Streaky Bay Tennis Club
Summertown Tennis Club
Suttontown Tennis Club
Tanunda Tennis Club
Tarlee Tennis Club
Tea Tree Gully Tennis Club
Tennis World - Millswood
Tintinara Tennis Club 
Tod Street Tennis Club
Trinity Gardens Tennis Club
Trinity Tennis Club (PPDTA)
Tumby Bay Tennis Club
Two Wells Tennis Club
Ungarra Tennis Club
Uniting Church Tennis Club - 

Mount Gambier
Upper Sturt Tennis Club
Uraidla Tennis Club
Valley View Tennis Club

Verdun Tennis Club
Victor Harbor Tennis Club
Vine Vale Tennis Club
Virginia Tennis Club
Waikerie Tennis Club
Walkerville Lawn Tennis Club
Wallaroo Tennis Club
Wandearah Tennis Club
Warooka Tennis Club
Warradale Park Tennis Club
Warramboo Tennis Club
Washpool Tennis Club 
Watervale Tennis Club
West Gambier Tennis Club
West Side Tennis Club
Western Districts Tennis Club 

(Gosse)
Western Districts Tennis Club 

(Poochera) 
Willaston Tennis Club
Willaston United Tennis Club
Willunga Tennis Club
Wilmington Tennis Club
Winulta Tennis Club
Wirrabara Tennis Club
Wirrulla/Nunji Tennis Club 
Woodchester Tennis Club
Woodside Tennis Club
Woodville Orion Tennis Club
Wudinna Tennis Club
Xavier Saints Tennis Club
Yaninee Tennis Club
Yorketown Tennis Club
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SUMMER SHINE

The world tennis spotlight shines 
brightly on Australia each summer, 
when exciting events entertain 
millions of fans. 

BRISBANE INTERNATIONAL
Czech Karolina Pliskova and Japan’s 
Kei Nishikori claimed the singles titles 
in a memorable edition of the Brisbane 
International. The tournament attracted ******** 
fans, who enjoyed high-quality tennis as many 
of the world’s best players began their 2019 
season in the Queensland capital. 

HOPMAN CUP
Swiss duo Roger Federer and Belinda Bencic 
created history as the first team to defend a 
Hopman Cup title. Cheered on by 110,364 fans 
throughout the week, the Swiss team proved 
popular winners as Perth hosted the mixed 
teams event for a final time. 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL
Australia’s Alex de Minaur claimed his first 
ATP singles title in his hometown event, while 
Petra Kvitova defeated Ash Barty in a quality 
women’s final. Attendance at the tournament 
was ******, up *** on the 2018 edition. A FAST4 
Showdown hosted at Qudos Arena also 
entertained Sydney fans. It featured Australia’s 
Nick Kyrgios and John Millman against Rafael 
Nadal and Milos Raonic. 

HOBART INTERNATIONAL
American Sofia Kenin made an impressive 
breakthrough in Hobart, winning her first WTA 
title without dropping a set. A revamped event 
with a strong family-friendly focus attracted 
10,404 fans. 

WORLD TENNIS CHALLENGE 
Team World – represented by Victoria 
Azarenka, Fernando Verdasco and Henri 
Leconte – won the final edition of the two-day 
World Tennis Challenge held in Adelaide. 

Tennis Australia has partnered with the ATP Tour to 
deliver a new teams event from 2020.

“This is an amazing opportunity, in close collaboration 
with the players and the tour, to deliver a globally 
impactful event that further elevates the sport and the fan 
interest in it,” explains Craig Tiley, Tennis Australia CEO.

“We want to keep growing tennis, give the players an 
environment where they can perform to the best of 
their abilities and then ensure they are appropriately 
appreciated and rewarded. This event will help us all 
achieve that while connecting with new generations of 
tennis fans. It will provide a new source of inspiration 
for young athletes to choose our sport.”

Perth, Brisbane and Sydney will host the 10-day 
tournament, with round-robin matches culminating in 
Sydney-hosted finals. 

The introduction of the event changes the Australian 
summer of tennis schedule, which will include a new 
ATP/WTA tournament at a revamped Memorial Drive in 
Adelaide. 

A NEW-LOOK SUMMER IN 2020

BREAKTHROUGH:  
An emotional Alex de Minaur 

celebrates winning his first ATP 
singles title, secured in front 
of an adoring home crowd in 

SWISS BLISS:  
Roger Federer and Belinda 

Bencic embrace after claim-
ing consecutive Hopman 

Cup titles for Switzerland.

TENNIS SA

WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE
NORTH ADELAIDE

P: +61 8 7224 8100
E: sareception@tennis.com.au
W: tennis.com.au/sa
F: @tennissa
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