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Key Dates 

• Start of season, 9 May 2026 

• Bye Rounds 
o 6 – 7 June 2026 (Kings Birthday) 
o 3-4 July 2026 (School Holidays) 
o 10 – 11 July 2026 (School Holidays) 
o 17 – 18 July 2026 (School Holidays) 

• Last round to be on 29 August 

What is Orange Ball Match Play? 

Orange Ball Match Play provides children with the opportunity to play in a structured competition while still using the 
modified ball, court and equipment. Orange Ball Match Play focuses on creating a great first-time playing experience for kids 
who are early in their journey of competition play. 

 
1. League Details 

Team makes up and match formats  
1.1  Teams will be made up of 2- 4, comprising of boys &/or girls        
1.2  Match consists of 2 singles and 1 doubles matches each week. 
1.3  Each rubber will be a first to 4 game set (no tiebreaker)  
1.4  No AD scoring (at deuce “next point wins” receivers’ choice on what side to receive)  
 

2. Serve  
2.1  Players must be able to serve. Bounce serving is permissible if necessary.  
 

3. Requirement of clubs  
3.1  Set up courts  
3.2  Supervise the matches  
 

4. Court Set Up 

4.1  For clubs that do not have blended lines, please read instructions below on court set up for both doubles 
 and singles matches. Please note a doubles court and singles court are different, so it is important that the 
 correct court set up is followed for consistency every match. 
 

5. Singles and Doubles Court (refer picture below) 

5.1  For the baseline, measure 270cm from the outer edge of the main baseline as per the doubles court set 

 up. Using a tape measure, measure 86cm from sidelines starting at the outside of the inner tramline 

 (singles court). Place drop down lines on both sides of the singles court (refer to orange court picture 

 below). The full standard service box/square is used for serving.  

 
6. Net Height 

6.1  The net should be lowered to 80cm.  
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Doubles  
 

  
 
 
 
 Singles 
 

  
  

7. Eligibility / Registrations / Clearances  
7.1  All players must be registered with their club, have an active Competitive Player Profile (CPP) and have 

 their details entered in League Manager by 9:00am Tuesday following the match. Penalty: 1 premiership 
 point deduction per player from the affected match. 

7.2  The orange ball junior competition is open to players aged 11 and under. For eligibility, age is taken to be 
 as at the first match of the relevant season. 

7.3  If a club has more than one team in a division, a player may play four matches before being bound to a 
 team. Players may not represent more than one club in a season without written clearance from their original 
 club and approval from Tennis SA. Penalty: Forfeit of all sets played by the ineligible player. 

7.4  New players not listed in the original squad must be approved by Tennis SA. If not notified before match 
 day, clubs have until 5:00pm Monday to submit the request. 
 Players who significantly alter the team’s standard may be rejected. Penalty: Forfeit of all sets played by 
 the ineligible player 

7.5  Any player listed as unspecified player in League Manager will have the following penalty imposed: 
 Penalty: 1-point deduction per unspecified player. 
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8. Format and Procedure 
8.1  Singles & Doubles – one straight 4 game set with no tiebreaker (i.e. the set is finished when the score 

 reaches 4 games to 3). No Advantage – Receivers choice, if a game gets to deuce the winner of the next 
 point will win the game. The receiver will get to choose which side of the court they will receive the serve 
 from. 

8.2  Matches should commence with the 2 doubles sets followed by the 4 singles sets. Where 2 courts are 
 allocated per match, the venue supervisor can change the order of play with a single being played before a 
 doubles in the event of the non-attendance of players, to allow 2 matches to commence. Forfeits cannot be 
 claimed if a single can be played on an available allocated court. 

8.3  If a team has more than four players and a player is injured in doubles he or she can be replaced (in singles) 
 by a player who played doubles but was not originally listed in singles. Order of merit rule must be followed 

8.4  Order of merit – A player may only move up or down one position each week. A player may not move two 
 positions or more without the approval of Tennis SA.  

8.5  Tennis SA, in conjunction with the Competitions Advisory Group, may review and amend a team’s Order of 
 Merit (OOM) at any time throughout the season. Penalty: If a player continues to compete in the same order 
 of merit for the same team after the club coordinator has been notified, all sets played by that player will 
 be forfeited 

8.6  In the event of any sets having to be forfeited due to non-attendance of players, those forfeits shall 
 commence from the bottom. If a set needs to be forfeited, the player to receive the forfeit must be present. 
 If a player is not present another player may choose to play those sets however these will still be recorded 
 as a forfeit. 
  

9. Score Sheets and Recording Results 

9.1  Score Sheets will be provided by the Venue Supervisor at the venue allocated. Each individual Team is 

 required to print and bring their own scoresheet to the venue for their information and may take a photo of 

 the Venue Supervisors or club representatives scoresheet at the conclusion of the match.  

9.2  Team Managers or club representatives will be required to enter or confirm the results of their match on 

 League Manager/ Match Centre by 9:00am on the Tuesday following the match.  

9.3  Players may enter their own scores via match centre. If neither team enters the score by 9:00am Tuesday 

 following the match, the result will be considered cancelled. No premiership points will be awarded, and 

 the round will not count toward finals qualification. Late entries will not be accepted. 

 
10. Premiership Table 

10.1  One point shall be awarded for each set won with no premiership points awarded for the winning match. 
10.2  Orange Ball will not play finals and the premiership will be awarded to the team with the highest points and 

 if then equal, the highest number of games.  
 

11. Support from Parents  
11.1  Parents are asked to attend each match and support with court set up, on court scoring and score entry   

 through League Manager. 
11.2  While matches are in progress, parents who are helping with scoring or ball pick up are only allowed on

 court,  all other parents and children must be off court.  
11.3  For parents on court helping must be on the sidelines, no parents should be behind the baseline.  
11.4   Each team is required to have one appointed Team Manager. 
 

12. Weather Implications 

12.1  In extreme weather (rain, heat), updates will be posted on the Tennis SA website: 

• Saturday 7:00am – 8:15am and 9:30am matches 
12.2 Supervisors should monitor the temperature at their respective venue should the temperature near 36°C 

and may cancel matches after a TSA announcement only if courts are unsafe. If courts can be made safe, 
matches should proceed. Cancellations must be reported to Tennis SA via text or email. 

12.3 Matches are cancelled if the forecast (Adelaide West Terrace via www.bom.gov.au) is 36°C or higher. 
12.4 Tennis SA may also cancel if below 36°C. Notify cancellations via EDTA Weather WhatsApp group. 
12.5 If matches are interrupted or incomplete due to weather: 

a) Venue supervisor decides; players must remain until decision. No match may be abandoned before 60 
minutes after match commencement (Saturday), except for heat cancellations. 
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b) If no team is in an unbeatable position: both receive 2 points + 1 per set won; unfinished sets split. 
c) If one team is in an unbeatable position: winner gets 4 points + 1 per set won; unfinished sets split. 

12.6  In affected matches, ladder rankings use average points per match.  
12.7 Venues must have equipment to dry courts. Supervisors are to do their best effort to dry courts if they can 

  be dried. 
Matches proceed unless cancelled by the supervisor. 

 
13. Match Disputes 

13.1  All match disputes must be made by the Team Manager or Captain by email to the Coordinator at Tennis 
 SA (Jordan.odonohoe@tennis.com.au) by 9:00am on Tuesday following the match and the referral must 
 contain a precise statement of the issue(s) in dispute and the relevant facts giving rise to the dispute. A 
 signed score sheet must be provided. 

13.2  Please be aware that all teams are responsible for following the rules and regulations stated. It is the team’s 
 and club’s responsibility to dispute a ruling if they believe they have been unduly affected by the result of a 
 rule breach. Penalties will only take place after a dispute has been made and proven true. If teams are to 
 break the rules the opposition has the right to dispute the result. 

 

mailto:Jordan.odonohoe@tennis.com.au
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Saturday Morning (Orange Ball) Mixed Gender - 2 singles and 1 double  
3.14 Teams must consist of 1 to 4 players. A player may play between 1 and 3 sets. A player can only 

play once in the opening singles and once in the reverse singles. A club must use their best 
endeavours to ensure that two players are available to play. Please notify opposition if only one 
player is available. 

3.15 Singles & Doubles – one straight 4 game set with no tiebreaker (i.e. the set is finished when the 
score reaches 4 games to 3). No Advantage – Receivers choice, if a game gets to deuce the 
winner of the next point will win the game. The receiver will get to choose which side of the court 
they will receive the serve from. 

3.15 Matches should commence with singles matches first, followed by doubles. 
3.16 in the event of any sets having to be forfeited due to non-attendance of players, those forfeits 

shall commence from the bottom. If a set needs to be forfeited, the player to receive the forfeit 
must be present.   

Saturday Morning (Green Ball) Mixed Gender – 4 singles and 2 doubles 
3.17 Teams may consist of up to 6 players.  
3.18 Singles & Doubles – one straight 6 game set with no tiebreaker (i.e. the set is finished when the 

score reaches 6 games to 5). No Advantage – Receivers choice, if a game gets to deuce the 
winner of the next point will win the game. The receiver will get to choose which side of the court 
they will receive the serve from. 

3.19 Matches should commence with the 2 doubles sets followed by the 4 singles sets. Where 2 courts 
are allocated per match, the venue supervisor can change the order of play with a single being 
played before a doubles in the event of the non-attendance of players, to allow 2 matches to 
commence. Forfeits cannot be claimed if a single can be played on an available allocated court. 

3.20 If a team has more than four players and a player is injured in doubles he or she can be replaced 
(in singles) by a player who played doubles but was not originally listed in singles. Order of merit 
rule must be followed 

3.21 Order of merit – A player may only move up or down one position each week. A player may not 
move two positions or more without the approval of Tennis SA.    

3.22 in the event of any sets having to be forfeited due to non-attendance of players, those forfeits 
shall commence from the bottom. If a set needs to be forfeited, the player to receive the forfeit 
must be present.   

Saturday Morning (Yellow Ball) – (Boys) 4 singles and 2 doubles 
3.23 Teams may consist of up to 6 players.  
3.25 Singles & Doubles – one straight 6 game set with no tiebreaker (i.e. the set is finished when the 

score reaches 6 games to 5). 
3.26 Matches should commence with the 2 doubles sets followed by the 4 singles sets. Where 2 courts 

are allocated per match, the venue supervisor can change the order of play with a single being 
played before a doubles in the event of the non-attendance of players, to allow 2 matches to 
commence. Forfeits cannot be claimed if a single can be played on an available allocated court. 

3.27 If a team has more than four players and a player is injured in doubles he or she can be replaced 
(in singles) by a player who played doubles but was not originally listed in singles. Order of merit 
rule must be followed 

3.28 Order of merit – A player may only move up or down one position each week. A player may not 
move two positions or more without the approval of Tennis SA.    

3.29 In the event of any sets having to be forfeited due to non-attendance of players, those forfeits 
shall commence from the bottom. If a set needs to be forfeited, the player to receive the forfeit 
must be present.   

 
 

  

Tennis SA acknowledges that our offices are on the lands of the Kaurna People of the Adelaide Plains. We pay our respects 
to Elders past and present and extend that respect to all First Nations People. 
 


