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Overview

Heritage

Tennis NT was established in 1980 under the incorporated name of
the Northen Territory Tennis Council.

The organisation changed its incorporated identity in 2005 to
Tennis NT Incorporated and now trades simply as Tennis NT.

Its establishment was the shared vision of the founding President,
Mr Max Horton OAM and a small group of interested tennis players.
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of governance along with the benefits of establishing relationships
with the Northern Territory Government and Tennis Australia (TA).

The Environment

The Northern Territory has a strong tennis history underpinned by
the hard work and dedication of many individuals. Testament to
this heritage is the NT Open which began in 1920, making It one of
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national recognition.
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Most competitive and social tennis in the Territory revolves around
the network of clubs and centres across the NT, and the relatively
new world-class Darwin International Tennis Centre.

In addition, the Top End has multiple public access courts which
are predominantly owned by Local Government and schools.
While these courts lack lighting or booking systems they are
generally well maintained and well spread across residential areas,
with relatively high usage.

Our Role Our Values

Our Vision

A sport for life, for all!
- Thriving Tennis Communities
- A safe, healthy and collaborative
environment

To engage, empower and inspire the NT
tennis community to help grow the sport

Respect, Humility, Ethics, Inclusivity,
Teamwork, Excellence

Where Tennis NT Fits In

Tennis NT is the peak body of tennis in the NT. Our role is to grow the number of people playing tennis moreroften, in a
safe and welcoming environment.

Our role is to coordinate, manage and promote the sport of tennis in the NT and in so doing, support and service its
affiliated clubs and centres.

TEngis @Ugtr(iillle\]wl](p? Rrqviges %‘@?’N‘ﬂ funding, resources and other forms of

support. However, Tennis N? IS a separately incorporated organisation that reports to its own local NT Board.
The NT Government also provides substantial funding and is a key partner.
Tennis NT is located at the Darwin International Tennis Centre at the Marrara Sports Complex.

Tennis NT has affiliates across the Territory including in Alice Springs, Katherine, Nhulunbuy, Palmerston and Darwin.
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" &Y Nhulunbuy

Palmerston
Gardens Tennis Club - Darwin _ _
Gove Peninsula Tennis Club
Top End Multi Sports - Darwin Bal P Termis Club | e A -
: almerston Tennis Club Incorporated Association
_ | _ Katherine °
Darwin International Tennis Centre _ _
Katherine Tennis Club
Alice Springs Tennis Association
Alice Springs
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Tennis NT

Board

President and Public Officer
Mr Steve Rossingh

Vice President
Ms Alicia Boyle (until November 2023)
Ms Helen Summers (from November 2023)

Patron
Mr David De Silva

Directors

Ms Alicia Boyle (until November 2023)

Ms Katrina Hancock (until November 2023)
Mr Steve Rossingh

Ms Helen Summers

Ms Sally Courtney
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Mr Philip Hazell (from November 2023)

Mr James Pratt (from November 2023)

Full Time Staff

Chief Executive Officer
Ms Tania Tandora

Head of Tennis
Ms Peta Stephens (from January 2024)

Talent Operations Manager
Ms Jessica Polack

Tournaments, Competitions and Operations Manager
Mr Sam Giess

Competitions and Talent Coordinator
Ms Emily Ooms-Webb

Tennis Development Officer
Mr Benjamin Cunningham

Marketing, Partnerships and Inclusion Manager

Vacant (noting that Emily Carroll would start in the Marketing, Partnerships

and Inclusion Manager role in July 2024, FY2025)

Venue Manager/Head Coach 1 Darwin International Tennis Centre

Mr Evan Sanna (until September 2023)
Mr Andy Bhardwaj (from April 2024)

Programs Manager 1 Darwin International Tennis Centre

Mr Jason Wang (until December 2023)

Tennis Coach - Darwin International Tennis Centre
Mr Hayden Litis (from January 2024)

Affiliate Members

Alice Springs Tennis Association

Gardens Tennis Club

Gove Peninsula Tennis Club

Katherine Tennis Club

Tennis Palmerston (until August 2023)

Palmerston Tennis Club Incorporated Association (f

Top End Multi Sports




tennis

Strategic Plan 2022 - 24

In early 2022, Tennis  NT adopted a new strategic plan following consultation with a wide range of stakeholders.
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Promoting
the Brand

A

¥
Indigenous
Participation

AN

Organisation

ENEVE Venues

Participation People

Grow the number of
people playing
tennis more often, in
a safe and
welcoming
environment.

Focus areas
include: Schools;
Recreational
Tennis; Inclusion
and Diversity; Child
Protection.

Build a performance
pathway to develop
the best talent able
to compete at
territory, national
and international
level.

Focus areas
include:

Junior Competition;
Player
Development;
Competitive
Framework.

Support those who
drive the
development of
tennis - coaches,
volunteers, and
officials.

Focus areas
Include:

Coaches; Officials;
Volunteers.

Assist our clubs and
communities to
develop and operate
sustainable tennis
facilities.

Focus areas include
Tennis Centres

and Infrastructure;
Digital Enablement.

Lead both in the NT
and nationally in the
development of
Indigenous

participation in tennis.

Focus areas include
Participation;
Reconciliation Action
Plan (RAP);
Recognition.

Promote our sport,
expanding our
audience.

Focus areas
include:
Marketing and
Digital Tools.

To ensure that
Tennis NT is
focused, effective
and accountable,
that our governance
and financial
management are
best practice, and
that it is true to its
values.

Focus areas
Include:
Governance,
Sustainability

and Staff; Member
and Local Partner
Engagement; Data
and Analysis,
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NT Ballkid Lincoln Pratt with the eventual AO24 champ, Jannlk Sinner on I\/Iargaret Court Arena atthe A024 January 2024
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President and
CEO Report

It is with pleasure that we present the Annual Report covering FY2024.
Following a time of significant change, it has been heartening to see
positive results across tennis in the NT while acknowledging that there is
more work to do to rebuild the participation to thriving levels.

During the reporting period there was an overalt1% decrease in total
court hire bookings which was due to a 5% drop in bookings from club
members. However, within that overall number, there was a5% increase
In court hire bookings from casual bookers (e, people who are not club
members). This shows the opportunity to grow tennis to new groups via
court hire, which also provides a way for clubs and centres to earn
income with minimal staff/volunteer involvement.

In schools, there was a reported 10% increase in tennis participation
with all of the growth from primary schools. Tennishas to grow from the
ground-up and we must focus on getting a racquet in the hands of
children and helping them make the transition to playing more often.

Congratulations to Tennis Palmerston who have been a standout at
successfully working with schools to grow tennis and getstudents into
the club environment.

Within the event space, we have had an overall 14% increase in
tournament entries. The growth has mostly come from newly sanctioned
events with some existing events seeing drops in entry numbers. To
Improve this space, we need to maintain the focus on encouraging girls
and women to play competitively and will continue to work closely with
stakeholders on the planning and promotion of sanctioned events.

From a talent perspective Tennis NT worked closely with coaches within
our National Development Squad and Zone Squad programs. Our NT
teams went to the Gold Coast to compete in the 2024 National Teams
Championships in June and we thank coaches Alex Capill and Ben
McLachlan for their support and commitment to manage these teams

—

tennis

A lot of progress occurred in the facilities around the NT with a range of
long-awaited projects and grants coming to fruition. We were thrilled to
see the courts at Palmerston resurfaced, lights return to Gardens Tennis
Club and Gove Peninsula Tennis Club, and the approval of funding to
resurface the courts in Alice Springs. We thank the NT Government,
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provides an opportunity for selected players tracking towards national
selection (in the Super 10s Camp) to train together weekly, in a small
squad.

Coaching remains a key area of focus for Tennis NT. We have worked
closely with the tennis community, existing coaches and operators, and
Tennis Australia to grow the volume of coaching coursesoffered, and
invested money to improve the accessibility of these courses. In
FY2024, Tennis NT and Tennis Australia worked together to fullyfund
the course component of the current cohort of coaches undertaking the
Tennis Australia Junior Development Coaching Course. Overall, we
have great growth inthe number of people undertaking coach training,
but recognise that the NT needs more qualified coaches, and coaches
who are experienced in operating a venue.
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the year. We are happy that FY2024 ened with all fulttime positions
filled (noting that Emily Carroll would start in the Marketing, Partnerships
and Inclusion Managerrole in July 2024, FY2025). Within our small
community much of tennis runs on having background knowledge and
relationships, so it is crucial for the Tennis NT team to be stable so they
can best support the growth of the sport.

Also, in January 2024 Tennis NT stepped away from the operation of
Gardens Tennis Club. Tennis NT continues to operate the Darwin
International Tennis Centre.
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with these improvements there is more work to be done to improve
existing facilities and make them attractive for their community and
viable for coaches to run for the longterm.

Jessica Polack, Emily Ooms-Webb, Ben Cunningham, Sam Giess and
Peta Stephens of the Tennis NT team, and Hayden Litis and Andy
Bhardwaj ofthe Darwin International Tennis Centre - thank you for your
passion and commitment to tennis in the NT.

To our Directors, thank you for the time and support yais provide to the
organisation and to tennis in the NT.

Lastly, thank you to thetennis community across the NT. Tennis relies
on the passion of clubs, coaches, officials, teachers, players, volunteers
and staff at all levels. Let us keep working togetheto achieve our shared
goals of growing tennis in the NT and seeing clubs thrive.
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From the CEO
of Tennis Australia

A remarkable year

A thriving community

There have been many memorable performances and records set across
Australian tennis these past 12 months. From getting more people to play the
game to setting rankings highs and attracting more than 1.4 million fans to our
summer events, it truly has been a remarkable year.

Around the nation, our vibrant community is growing as we continue to implement
our Game On strategy. Coaches, volunteers, clubs, schools, administrators,

officials and of course, across all levels of players 1 every possible area of tennis is

thriving.

A lot of the excitement within our tennis community has come with the roll -out of
revamped national programs 1 Hot Shots Tennis and Cardio Tennis to coincide
with a refreshed Tennis brand.

Tennis reclaimed the number one position as the most requested sport in
Australian schools for the 2023 calendar year and we now have more than 3100
Partner Schools giving kids their first playing experiences.

Efforts to expand the support offered to the coaching network have begun to pay
dividends with Tennis Australia Coach Members increasing 20 per cent this past
year to a record 3500. In a substantial step towards gender equity, this number
includes more than 1100 women coaches 1 an increase of 35 per cent on the

Jordan Thompson, Max Purcell, Rinky Hijikata, Adam Walton, Tristan Schoolkate, A historic Sunday start for the Australian Open main draw was embraced by more
Alexei Popyrinal ZNZggOt gLy VyLIZt | 13Dt t0Ut &) - &EthenBN00a fans gnidite pryl bodtGbSitaddon 2 perldehiNrErEasailgjobal
broadcast viewership of the opening round of the tournament.
cohort of Australian men achieving new ranking highs within the past year.
At )
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position as the most watched and attended Grand Slam.

- 01 It Ny A9 bAd®R@diofoval livia Gadecki, Kim Birrell, Taylah Preston
and Storm Hunter all achieved career-high singles rankings while Ajla
Tomljanovic, Daria Saville and Destanee Aiava reclaimed form following extended
breaks from the game. The event was also confirmed as the biggest economic generator in Australian
sport, delivering a record $533.2 million in economic benefits to the Victorian
Our proud history as a leading tennis nation in team competitions continues with economy.
our Davis Cup and Billie Jean King Cup teams each advancing to the finals in their
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round robin stage of the 2024 Davis Cup finals as a result and have won their way  Alex de Minaur cementing his position as a second week Grand Slam contender.
through to the finals. He led 15 Australian men in main draw singles1 our biggest contingent since 1998.

L Bidirnt) Huirter ied theb@ st peBomded AusdtrglinnowpmiaN pukhing itiq the third
round after qualifying for the first time. Dane Sweeny and Omar Jasika rounded out
the qualifiers 1 the most to do so since 1992.
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farewell to Alicia Molik in November. She leaves a lasting legacy having led the

team to two finals and captaining no less than five Grand Slam champions during

her reign.

At just 15 years of age, Emerson Jones won admirers for her grit winning her

quarterfinal and semifinal matches on the same day. She was the first local in the
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In April, Sam Stosur made her debut as Billie Jean King Cup Captain as we held
our first tie on home soil since 2019 in Brisbane. Taylah Preston made an
impressive debut helping the team qualify for the 2024 finals in November.

At the other end of the spectrum, persistence paid off in the most inspiring way for
Our wheelchair athletes finished runners -up and third in the junior boys and quad Perth-2 | g2 £gll Il GLt NDOay A ©1 gl 77Uy 2§t b Nt
draws at the World Team Cup in May. While at the IBSA World Games, ourleading T Ul t 1 Il Il Nb Ul y §z828gtt Ny f Ottt gaEg) POt §O) : 8
Blind/Low Vision athletes won seven gold medals.

Thank you
As we reflect on another successful year in Australian tennis, we celebrate strong
performances on the world stage and are delighted to see the love of the game flow

It was also a golden year for Australians performing at the ITF World Masters
tournaments with 17 gold medals claimed at the teams and individual events.

UUNAt 9L KNgULef Il egyEllt 2208l £ NUN) ANRheEgiaspiring ferfoimancds Bra the résllitpfta klgat sgategylicen@ddayound 8 § UhKoEgE theq broader tennis community.

Competition has long been the backbone of Australian tennis and there are now
more than 87000 connected players with a rating regularly taking part in Leagues
and Tournaments. The introduction of a Coloured Ball Rating is helping coaches
and parents find the appropriate level for kids getting started on their competition
journey.

Complementary disciplines of tennis have also gained traction with 200 affiliated
venues offering padel, pop or pickleball as part of their tennis programming 1
attracting new and old participants alike.

Soaring to new heights

Our leading athletes soared to new heights inspiring Australians to play along the
way. Alex de Minaur became the first Australian man in 18 years to be ranked
inside the world top 10 while both Storm Hunter and Matt Ebden claimed the
number one ranking in doubles.

developing the athlete and their teams both on and off the court.

None of this is possible without the passifh of f’”’if\ s, administrators,
volunteers, officials and delivery netwcﬁv ind their cd} mitment of time and effort.
A record-breaking summer Thanks to each and every one of you. i
The global tennis season kicked off with a bang at the United Cup in Perth and f >
Sydney. Team Australia had everyone on their feet with Alex de Minaur leading
them into the semifinals taking out three top-10 players including world No.1
Novak Djokovic. Unfortunately, they were unable to clinch a finals spot going down

to eventual champions Team Germany.

Craig Tiley
Tennis Australia CEO

The new streamlined format for the event proved a resounding success with 15 of
the 25 ties getting to a mixed doubles decider1 eight of which ended in match
tiebreaks.

The return of the much-loved Brisbane International to the Summer of Tennis
calendar attracted more than 100,000 people to the Queensland Tennis Centre.
Complementing professional events also held in Adelaide, Hobart and Canberra,
the sport truly took centre stage across the nation in the lead-in to the Australian
Open.



Katherine Tennis Club, April 2024 \‘

Big Rivers Region Primary Schools Tennis Gala Day,
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Schools e

All schools that were registered as a partner school with Tennis NT/Tennis Australia were asked to complete the
annual School Participation Survey. Respondents to the School Participation Survey include schools that have =
taken part in the Sporting Schools program, and schools that offered tennis in their school independently (for S O rtl n S C h O O I S
example the school has tennis delivered at their school through a separate relationship not associated with the p g
Sporting Schools funding program). . .
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The School Participation Survey gives a summary of participant numbers, experiences, and satisfaction. In the NT, participation in sport and connect them with community sport opportunities. Tennis is among 35 registered

the response rate to the survey remained steady at 88% in FY2024. providers of the program, which provides schools with funding to either coach delivered, or teacher
delivered programs.

According to the survey results, the NT had a 10% increase in part|C|pat|on in comparlson with the previous
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national trend that showed a slight decrease in tennis participation in schools. . L . . .
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Note that this data is based on completed survey numbers, so it is vital for schools to participate in the survey to a booking into the system, or chose another sport to deliver instead. Those schools are not included in the
enable better data and outcomes for tennis. below reporting.
While this result is a positive one for the NT, we have work to do to take these children and transition them into
playing tennis more regularly whether it be in their school environment, or in a nearby club. Term Number of School Bookings
L Term 3, 2023 5
School Prt|C|pat|on Survey Resul ts Term 4, 2023 3
State/Territory FY2023 FY2024 % change year on year
ACT 18,117 18,117 +6% VI &y 2022 S
NSW 82,645 75,194 -9% Term 2, 2024

NT 5,709 6,292 +10% in total NT Total School Bookings
NT Primary 4,555 (80% of total) 5,283 (84% of total) +16% in primary Unique Schools

NT Secondary 1,154 (20% of total) 1,009 (16% of total) -12% in secondary _ _ _

LD 93 010 30404 18% * Total School Bookings 1 total number of Sporting Schools bookings.
Q ’ ’ * Unique Schools 1 total number of schools that made at least one Sporting Schools booking.
SA 47,947 52,069 +9%

TAS 28,330 29,147 +3%

VIC 205,772 209,849 +2%

WA 60,794 66,446 +9%

NATIONAL 547,274 538,538 -2% Nationally

National Primary 467,434 (85% of total) 457,756 (85% of -2% in primary ‘ ~
total) ’

National Secondary 79,840 (15% of total) 80,881 (15% of +1% in secondary Q a
total) ’
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School and Community Based
Professional Development

Tennis NT held Professional Development opportunities for teachers to learn how to confidently
deliver tennis as a sport for life within their school.
The overarching theme was you do not need to be a tennis expert to deliver tennis in schools.

Professional Development delivered in FY2024:

A Darwin/Top End: April 2024. Co-delivered with AFL NT, NRL NT, Netball NT & Touch Football
NT

A Katherine: April 2024

A Alice Springs 1 N/A (was offered but did not occur due to lack of registrations)
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bring people together in community. Community Sport Officers are based in each region of the NT.
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Darwin/Top End Region combined Professional Development session, Darwin, April 2024

St

11 | Big Rivers Region Professional Development session, Casuarina Street Primary School, April 2024
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Primary School Gala Days S

Tennis NT partnered with the Department of G+ LJ] Il t 80 &g Ol t 89721 OUBULVI 18RI GOt 1 ENANULGZz) ©51 8LV 2LILga Il 8 le ®sdd an Pajtitipayol 1 | t&nnm 29087
enjoyment, and physical activity through tennis.

Gardens Tennis (Darwin Region), Tennis Palmerston (Top End Region), Alice Springs Tennis Association (Central Region) and Kat herine Tennis Club (Big Rivers Region) each hosted a Gala Day. The Gala Days were a
fantastic opportunity for participants across our regions to learn the basics of tennis in a fun and relaxed environment. Ov erall, 310 primary school students participated in a Gala Day.

Big Rivers Region Primary School Gala Day Top End Region Primary School Gala Day Darwin Region Primary School Gala Day Central Region Primary School Gala Day
Katherine Tennis Club. April 2024 Tennis Palmerston. May 2024 Gardens Tennis. May 2024 Alice Springs Tennis Association. May 2024
70+ participants across 5 schools: 40+ participants across 4 schools: 90+ students across 6 schools 110+ participants across 5 schools:
A Katherine South Primary School A Durack Primary School - Alawa Primary School A Araluen Christian College
A Kintore Street School A Good Shepherd Lutheran College - Leanyer School A Braitling Primary School
A Jilkminggan School A Haileybury Rendall School - Millner Primary School A Gillen Primary School
A Pine Creek School A Sacred Heart Primary School - Nakara Primary School A Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College
A Ol vBgENUL eg1; gt ©Z2¢ ] ; 822 Ns N - The Essington School A Ross Park Primary School
- Wagaman Primary School
b ¥ . Pags
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- Top End Region Primary School Gala Day, TennisPalmerston, May 2024 =SSN :
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Activations

Defence Families Expo
In March 2024, Tennis NT attended the Defence Families Expo in Darwin, where we conducted come and try
activities for children and spoke to families about the opportunities to join clubs and play tennis in the NT.

All Girls Come And Try Sports Expo

Katherine Sports Expo In March 2024, Tennis NT took part in the All Girls Come and TryExpo in Darwin 1 an
In March 2024, Tennis NT attended the Katherine Sports Expo hosted by The YMCA Katherine, to bring event aimed at secondary students increasing participation and awareness around
tennis to more of the community in the Big Rivers Region. Excitingly, the Katherine Tennis Club increased community sport offerings. Over 135 students attended and got involved in a range of
their membership base on the day as a result ofthe expo. sports. Thank you to Netball NT for hosting the event.

Pro Tour Visit
In September 2023 Professional Player Lachlan Rowing visited Nightcliff Middle School in Darwin. Lachlan got

involved in games and did a question and answer session with the students. Thank you to Top End Multi Sports West Arnhem Visit

coach, Nathan Ingram for supporting the session. During October and November 2023, Tennis NT made the trip to the West Arnhem
Region to run all-inclusive and fun tennis sessions for students in Jabiru (holiday
program) and Gunbalanya (in school sessions). Equipment was provided to both Jabiru
and Gunbalanya to help it continue its own sessions during and after school hours.
Thank you to the West Arnhem Regional Council for helping these sessions come to
fruition.
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13 Pro player Lachlan Rowing at Nightcliff Middle School, September 2023
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Ballkids

tennis

In late June 2023, Tennis NT held an information session for a proposed 'NT Ballkids | V88 Ugb cea )y Il t t &1 2t | ZNt )

off an ongoing ballkid training program where participants could learn new skills and support tennis in a
new way that would get them up close to players.

Also, participants would have the opportunity to go to AO24 on the national Top Gun Program, where the
best ballkids from each state and territory came together for a national ballkid camp.

Through the second half of 2023, the inaugural NT Ballkids Program participants met for regular training
sessions and had the opportunity to show their skills at the pro tour events held in Darwin in September

2023.

Tennis NT would like to congratulate Lincoln Pratt for being our first NT ballkid to earn their way to the
national Top Gun Program at AO24. While on the Top Gun Program in Melbourne, Lincoln was on court
with the eventual AO24 champion and current men's world number 1, Jannik Sinner.

The NT Ballkids Program resumed in April 2024 and has grown in participants from 8 to 16. The NT ballkids
worked at the finals of the Junior ITF Tournaments in May and June 2024.

Lorenzo Retchford of the NT also received an opportunity to participate in AO24 as aballkid through the
First Nations Ballkids program which was launched through the National Indigenous Tennis Carnival.

HITS LIKE A HOME CROWD

AO WI\TS
DIFFZPENT

*

Lincoln Pratt and LorenzoRetchford, AO24, Melbourne, January 2024

Participants in the NT Ballkids Program
October 1 December 2023: TEMS: 3 Palmerston: 3 Garden&: DITC
January 1 June 2024 TEMS: 2 Palmerston: 7 Gardens: 2 DITC: 5

A new top NT ballkid will be selected to attend the Top Gun Program ballkid camp at AO25.

"s.
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X
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NT Ballkids ready to take the court ahead of the Darwm Open 2024 Women's Final with event champ,
Piper Freeman. Darwin International Tennis Centre, May 2024




Diversity and Inclusion v

All Abilities Come and Try Day tennis

In August 2023, Tennis NT hosted an All Abilities Come and Try Day with modified equipment and formats in Darwin. C I t
The day served as a great opportunity for people of all abilities to come together and give tennis a try. There has been O | I l p e I I l e n a.ry
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tennis has great opportunities to connect with people as tennis is so easy to modify.

Complementary formats 1+ pickleball, POP tennis, padel and beach tennis + are

Be Inclusive Games ¢ Clubhouse Temtory enjoying a boost in popularity nationwide, and things are no different in the NT. NT

f O ULt Z71RRRUa)]RNDDt & =R g lIEkde DiD&WiIN. This deved adNendtherlexcal@nt a N7\ g b N E1 _  clubs are leading the way with new and innovative program offerings to grow their,
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a try. We thank Netball NTfor hosting and Clubhouse Territory for organising such a fantastic event.
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The establishment of the Pickleball Darwin social pickleball group at Gardens

AO Pnd.e nght . Cr Gardens Tennis " : : : Tennis has paved the way for 6out of 7 clubs to now be either in an exploration
In partnership with Tennis Australia, Tennis NT and the NT AIDS and Hepatitis Council, Gardens Tennis hosted a (rain . . . :
phase, delivering a pilot program or running a regular session or program for

delayed) AO Pride Night. The evening was a great success with many community members coming together to ckleball in the club
celebrate inclusiveness and enjoy great company along with some pickleball, tennis, entertainment and food and P '
drinks. Tennis NT, along with Tennis Australia is proud to support clubs hosting these inclusive community events +

with more AO Pride and Serving Pride events planned across more clubs in FY2025, the NT is leading the way in this The introduction of pickleball has opened a new client base and revenue opportunity
for clubs, with up to 20-30 players attending sessions on a weekly basis in some

| ZLIWL e BRNDODt &Y LENLGzt gEE) | 9b UZNDbNII LUKy SBULt
for both Tennis NT and clubs in the space, with future resources, coaching courses
and competition management support in the pipeline.

space.

pick
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Indigenous Participation

In August 2023, over 150 young Indigenous Australians met in Darwin to participate in a
celebration of culture, inclusivity and sport through tennis at the National Indigenous Tennis
Carnival (NITC) in Darwin.

Participants travelled from all states and territories, including six teams from NT communities
including Palmerston and surrounds, Woolianna, Jabiru, the Tiwi Islands, Ngukurr and Utopia.
Team Palmerston won the Hot Shots event within the Carnival against other Hot Shots teams
from around the NT and Queensland.

The 2023 NITC provided participants with opportunities to meet, develop their skills and share
their unique experiences with other young people from across the country through cultural
exchange activities, ballkid sessions and competitive tennis matches.

The top performing ballkids from each state and territory were selected to travel to Melbourne
and show their skillsasballkids gl y I t Ny RRRUY LIENUVgzt §O71- UNDYTGET )
Nations Ballkid program. Lorenzo Retchford was the lucky NT representative chosen.

The 2023 NITC also saw Deadly Awards being awarded to one participant from each state and
territory. The winners were invited to participate in a variety of experiences at Summer of Tennis 55 o - 7 |
events around the country. The NT Deadly Award winner was Kimally Purantatameri from the Cheyne and Faith from the Palmerston
Tiwi Islands. Kimally travelled to Brisbane and had an amazing experience at the Brisbane team at the National Indigenous

International. Huge thanks to Tennis Queensland for providing such a great experience.

Tennis Carnival, August 2023
In April 2024, the Big Rivers Region Primary Schools Tennis Gala Day also served as a fantastic
feeder event for the National Indigenous Tennis Carnival, which would be held in August 2024.

A s : - ?{f‘é&»}!ﬁ o .. e W n \ . - e e, '
NT players, supervisors and support staff at the National Indigenous Tennis CarnivalDarwin, August 2023
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2023 NITC DEADLY
AWARD WINNER HITS THE
BRISBANE
INTERNATIONAL
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SANE BRISBANE BRISBANE BRISBANE

Our 2023 National Indigenous Carnival Deadly Award recipient Kimally Puruntatameri
from the Tiwi Islands was at the Brisbane International last week.

The Deadly Award was chosen by all the players and staff at 2023 National Indigenous
Tennis Carnival back in August. Players and staff would vote daily for players who showed
respect, were helping others and giving back as well as players who were givingone
hundred percent to their activities and matches.

The NT Deadly Award winner,Kimally Purantatameri, at the

‘ Brisbane International, January 2024




Women and Girls

Females Playing Tennis Competitively

Our NT data tells us that only 32% of the players who have played in sanctioned tennis events are female. The
SgUYTt D1 OLILNUEYTtE1UgLNt | LIZgULzKyNatt NOIly £t Oyt Ny AOb ND&EE

When fewer females play tennis competitively, it inhibits the growth of the sport. Therefore, we need to focus on
the experience of women and girls and understand how we can address these issues in positive ways.

Women Leaders in Tennis

One way that we are looking to grow the number of women andgirls playing, is by encouraging more women to
take leadership roles across club committees. It is important women take on leadership roles to ensure women
and girls have an equal voice and can influence decision making at the community level on and off the court.

Nationally across tennis, women are underrepresented in community leadership 1 only 26% of club presidents
are women. Note that in the NT, 2 of 6 club presidents are women, and 4 of the 8 Tennis NT Directors across
FY2024 are women (Alicia Boyle, Helen Summers, Sally Courtney, Katrina Hancock).

To support women who are considering community leadership positions, Tennis NT is providing an opportunity
for women in the community to complete the Women Leaders in Tennis (WLIT) program. Program graduates will
gain a vast range of learning and experiences within the leadership domain as well as mentoring and support.

We were excited to kick-©8 S Sy I t Ny ENI 821 1 ABb NDOy zNgt NUEgEgYt O BRNDDt £ UL
by Clair Turner, and with Andrea Buckeridge from Tennis Australia overseeing the program nationwide, it was

fantastic to provide an opportunity to a new group of women from across the NT. Representation from clubs

spanned far and wide, with 2women from Alice Springs, 2 from Katherine, 3 from Palmerston and 1 from Darwin.

The Women Leaders in Tennis program provides an opportunity for networking and connection, as well as

modules on leadership. With a mix of online and face-to-face sessions, the graduation day invites the women to

present their Action Learning Projects to the group, based on a passion project of their choice, relevant to their

current club and area.

| aGOea¢gGeCae¢u °CAOQa€e 2¢L
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Centre. Women were invited from local sporting organisations and encouraged to come along dressed in purple
SB0U) ONI £A28U0Zt 08§81 ©aNU] bBUIt D871 NgeyJ 1Rt NyIlt NbNySBULUYyItt &)
UUBSUNEExEe)] ABbNDO) SUBL I NODDt ga) [zajebPzayl 8Ll t)Sod8lLgz.
women in sport.

. - 4 § "" s 0 ‘.'. : ‘ ’) : 7 -’—i E:&‘E;o “; l' . : { —
The second Women Leaders in Tennisprogram kicked off in Darwin in June 2024
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Invited to connect and engage in fun confidence -building activities over lunch in April 2024. A total of 14 girls ]
attended the lunch, with ages ranging from 9 to 14 years old, providing the younger girls with an opportunity to be
around their older role models. The objective of the program is to provide an opportunity for all the girls to

connect, with the aim of assisting them in feeling more comfortable in tournament environments and growing
engagement in tennis.

Garder’
Tennis &

The second
z NIl e\ zZ /A
hosted at Gardens
Tennis Club, April 2024
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Tennis Palmerston after resurfacing works, August 2023



Ove rVi eW Tennis NT assists clubs and communities to develop and operate sustainable tennis facilities. This occurs through a variety of ways A
including support with funding, digital adoption, workshops, surveying of clubs and assisting with the creation of action pla ns.

The Health Indicator of Tennis (HIT) tennis

The Health Indicator of Tennis (HIT) Is an online survey that Tennis NT completes with clubs and councils. It looks at a variety of factors such as the adoption by clubs of digital solutions, access to

facilities, and programs offered, etc. The data output from the survey assists clubs with their long term financial, infrastructure and participation planning. The survey is conducted on an annual basis.

During FY2024, six of seven clubs completed the survey. The aim across the FY2025istot §aNy1 gz z1 1 ZzLIL 1|1 @b UZNI Ny Il t Ny ebf RE) §gOt LWt gI Nyt lIlygOOLIgzzKey BRNDDt &)
through the process, so clubs have actionable plans that are fit for their specific needs.

What is offered to book online

Digital  Adoption

g . . : : : Court Hire
The Digital adoption from our affiliated clubs and venues has continued to improve across FY2024. All Has website that .. _
. . . . . : Membership is sold Programs are linking to court
7 clubs maintain up to date websites and have a strong social media presence, with 6 out of 7 clubs works on mobile : _ )

e , _ _ _ _ : online sold online access is sold
utilising the Clubspark website module to power their public facing web presence. All 6 clubs using device online
Clubspark are collecting online payments, with 5 of these clubs offering online court hire and the
remaining club in the process of completing this setup via Igloohome lock installation. Tennis Alice Springs v v v
In addition, Tennis NT has also utilised Clubspark to launch a Club Resource Portal website to serve as a AgU/EE 01 1 Ol ez B NS / Y
central hub for clubs to access relevant and up to date information, resources and news. The Club Gardens Tennis Club v v v
Resource Portal will be further enhanced and built out, with a goal for it to become a one-stop-shop for
clubs when seeking information. Gove Peninsula Tennis Club v v v v

. . . : . . : ' ' v v v v
Clubspark monthly training and Q&A sessions continue to be provided by the Tennis Australia team, with Katherine Tennis Club
further improvements and updates to the platform scheduled for release over coming months. Clubspark _
Tennis Palmerston v v v

enhancements will include options to offer court hire bookings for complementary formats courts such as
pickleball and POP tennis, along with more core platform feature releases that clubs will now have access Top End Multi Sports v
to as they are available.

The Tennis Australia digital transformation project continues to progress, with more work being completed Court Hire in the Spotlight

towards the single sign-on project and update of the tennis.com.au website, which will include an update : : : . L .

1 81 R3St o R A sa .y L5 BoUhEest ¢ 6 Al Arfoi tHO ¢ D For gluvbsgtha; hﬁvg cogrt"hlre a\léallall?lef%r casual booking online, and where it is linked to a court access method (i.e.,
! ¢ _CE ¢ - ¢ €1 ¢ SO A RJEL 328 [Ty Drline $our? Hire boo%ng g&/eé ac@essl\{o a]gate that to the court), it can be a great source of income for that club or

planned overhaul, to make it easy to access and use the platform.

centre. Additionally, giving the opportunity to find people who may be interested in other programs or playing

competitively.
A data management and reporting platform + Airtable + has also been introduced as a key system . / :
. . - : Club members made The overall time
across Tennis Australia and Member Associations. There was an overall-  83% of court hire up 17% of the total
1% decrease in total bookers were casual cople who booked
_ _ _ _ o _ _ _ court hire bookings players. Casual gndpon average the’
Tennis NT is working on embedding this into our daily work, projects and data collection and management made due to a 9% drop  players typically Do e g co%rt hiry
strategies with great success in streamlining processes and managing information to date. in club member court booked three times : :
: : sessions in F
hire bookings. That per year.
drop was offset by a
20 7% increase in casual

bookings.
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Grants and Funding tennis

FY2024 has been a productive year for facility upgrades and renewal projects, with several large and small projects receiving funding from various sources. There are multiple projects in the
pipeline for future enhancements to tennis facility infrastructure. Tennis NT continues to provide support to clubs in sourci ng funding opportunities, assisting with the application process,
project planning and execution. Tennis NT extends thanks to the NT Government, Tennis Australia, local councils and clubs for th eir continued support for tennis in the NT.

External funding Project description Project Outcome

This facility is a NT Government asset, the works were
funded through the NT Government Infrastructure Works Approx $250k (NT Government). Resurfacing of all courts Project completed in August 2023
Program.

Palmerston Tennis
Club

Upgrade lighting on all courts to LED
$169k across multiple grants. lights 1 required to enable tennis to
be played at night again.

Community Benefit Fund 1 Minor Grant (NT Government).
National Court Rebate (Tennis Australia).

Project completed in August 2024

Gardens Tennis (FY2025)

Katherine Tennis $15k Community Benefit Fund (NT

Community Benefit Fund 1 Minor Grant (NT Government). Repaint clubhouse interior Project completed in May 2024
Club Government).

$100k Community Benefit Fund (NT Court resurfacing of all 10 courts 1 8
Government). courts synthetic grass, 2 hard court
$100k Tennis Australia. plus pickleball court lines

Alice Springs Tennis Community Benefit Fund 1 Major Grant (NT Government).
Association National Court Rebate (Tennis Australia).

Project completed in August 2024
(FY2025)

Projects Planned for FY25

Funding partially approved in

Gove_ Peninsula Cor_nmumty Benefit Fund | M_ajor Gran_t (NT Government) $100k+ sought Court resurfacing of all 3 courts September 2024 (National Court
Tennis Club National Court Rebate (Tennis Australia) Rebate): project not started
Katherine Tennis Community Benefit Fund t Major Grant (NT Government) $250K sought Removal and rebuild of clubhouse Fund!ng qpproved In October
Club 2024; project not started
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Grants and Funding

Tennis NT Small Grant Program

In FY2024 Tennis NT introduced a Member Clubs Small Grant Program allowing our affiliated member clubs to purchase goods and services in aid of a range of focus areas. The grant program
encouraged clubs to apply for a grant suited to their individual needs.

Clubs consulted with their stakeholders and coach operators to determine the best use of funds, and then submitted a grant application to Tennis NT for approval. Clubs were able to request up to a total
of $2,000 excl GST for their projects.

Approved projects covered a variety of club needs, including facility and venue enhancement, participation promotion and grow th, and professional development. All projects were completed in June
2024.

Approved Tennis NT Small Grant Projects

Purchase of a slushy machine to provide club members and visitors with refreshing, hydrating and healthy beverage options to enhance their
Palmerston Tennis Club experience at the facility. The slushy machine will also provide a supplementory income for the Club to be able to reinvest back into the Tennis
community.

Pickleball equipment to facilitate the growing community of players attending Gardens on a weekly basis for social pickleball on Wednesday nights.

Gardens Tennis New tennis balls for Sunday Social Sessions at the club.

Pickleball equipment to facilitate a new social pickleball play session commencing at the club, a Bluetooth speaker and micr ophone to use during

NEUNEIIE TS Gl sessions, events and tournaments, new over grips to restore equipment to a good standard for club members and visitors.

Flights and accommodation for Tennis Alice Springs Head Coach 1 Orin Harrison 1 to travel to Darwin for Tennis Australia's Junior Development
Alice Springs Tennis Association Course from the 26th - 29th June 2024. This investment in professional development was seen as long -term investment in the development of the club
and junior and senior players in Alce Springs.

Erect permanent shade along the back of all 3 courts, to hang between to the two fence lines and provide extra shade for players and spectators at the

e Femlusule T Sl club. Replace 20-year-old seating for club members, families and spectators with new bar stools and resin chairs.

Top End Multi Sports New club signage for court fences to advertise and promote the club and attract new players to attend the venue and play tennis.

tennis
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COMPETITIVE PLAY AND EVENTS
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